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Fear—A Meditation 
By H. Cockrell 
EAR —? 
How could I, Lord, when Thou art 
near? 
Thy very presence calms my anxious 
heart, 
And Peace, a welcome guest, bids Fear 
depart. : 
And Faith is strong because the needed 
word 
Of courage — “Fear not” — once again is 
heard: 


(A word, not given once but o’er again, 
A message to Thy people, clear and 


plain, 

Written by holy men of old and, when 
*twas due, 

Angels preclaimed the same glad mes- 
sage, too. 


But, best of all, it is to hear Thee say, 

“Fear not,” as to that little flock Thou 
didst one day.) 

And Love, true, perfect Love, casts out 
all fear, 

(For clouds, when once the sun shines, 
disappear.) 

This perfect love alone in Thee I see, 

For truly “God is Love,” and Thou art 
He; 

The everpresent God, forever near — 

Then why, O Lord, why should I ever 

Fear? 


Fellowship is one of the ggeat bless., rwof 


ings of the Christian life. There are, as 
it were, concentric circles of fellowship, 
some restricted, others larger, because 
of the various shades of belief found 
among Christians. But wherever genu- 
ine, Scriptural fellowship is found, 
Christ is at the center. Sometimes we 
are given a faint glimpse of what 
Heaven will be like, as, for example, 
when we renew old friendships in the 
summer conferences. Another picture 
of the same kind could be seen recently 
when a steamer carried a precious cargo 
of missionaries to South America. Send- 
ing a list of their names, and their home 
and field addresses, as well as the names 
of the ten societies they represented, the 
Rev. George R. M. Gilchrist of the In- 
dependent Board for Presbyterian For- 
eign Missions wrote to the Trmes: “The 

. list speaks worlds for itself con- 
sidering the implications. We are 29 
missionaries and two associates, plus 18 


ae .ere> returning missionaries, the 
others (19) are new. ... We are having 
a wonderful fellowship on board. Be- 
sides the regular service on Sunday, we 
have a daily devotional period at 10.30 
every morning; and in the blackout a 
good sing.” Blackouts on the East Coast 
are over, and the day is surely coming 
when the barriers and divisions among 
true Christians, existing because “now 
we see’ through a glass, darkly,” will 
all disappear in the light of Heaven. 
We shall never be able to overcome 
disagreements and differences on this 
earth, but, by the grace of God, we who 
are redeemed by the blood of Christ can 
learn to disagree in love and without 
bitterness. For there is a sound, Scrip- 
tural basis for fellowship among those 
who, recognizing Christ as the Son of 
God and the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world, can say with 
Thomas, “My Lord and my God.” 


Responsibility for the Church’s Decline 


VII. Is the Ministry at Fault ? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


HE business of locating responsi- 

bility for the spirituai declension of 

the Church is distressing. Unpleas- 
ant as it is, nevertheless it is a duty 
preliminary to revival. Christians are 
sure to be shocked upon discovering 
they have a share in the blame for 
the present low state of the Church. 
Soul distress will equal our original 
conviction of sin when God’s revealing 
Word is applied to our consciences. 
. Very few servants of the Lord are 
blameless. Few are “harmless... 
without rubuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation,” where 
they are to “shine as lights in the 
world.” Few are “free from the blood 








Comfort for Dark Days 


ne 


“With God all things are pos- 
sible” (Matt. 19:26b). 





of all men”; few have not “shunned to 
declare the whole counsel of God.” Very 
close dealing with ourselves is an im- 
perative essential at this time when 
sanctification of the Church and the 
salvation of literally millions of people 
depend upon the improvement of the 
state of the Church. To neglect this 
would be criminal. Gospel practices set 
forth in the precepts of the Epistles 
have been largely overlooked. There- 
fore, beloved brethren, bear with me 
while I seek -to be faithful to the Lord 
in presenting His case and in answer- 
ing the question, “Who is to blame for 
the present low state of grace in the 
Church?” 

That the state of the Church is low, 
and that it results from human and 
not divine action, is demonstrable from 
the precepts of the Gospel. Spiritual 
decay is noticeable. Shere is a guilty 
weakness in the spiritual life of the gen- 
erality of Christians. No one dares to 
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claim that the spirituality of the Church 
excels that of the churches to whom 
Paul sent his inspired Epistles. No one 
will dare say that the condition of God’s 
household is better now than that of 
the churches of Asia to whom John sent 
His Lord’s letters. The Church has not 
yet entered the last stage of spiritual 
decline known as presumptuous sin, yet 
there is a definite, widespread preju- 
dice against Christian principles and 
precepts intended to bring the Church 
to higher ground. The love of doctrine 
is not much coupled with love of Gos- 
pel practices. 

Take the state of the church at Ephe- 
sus as an example. When the Lord 
sent His message to her, she was per- 
fectly orthodox: but her inner life was 
deficient in love to God and man. “Thou 
hast lost thy first love” was the charge. 
An orthodox Church can go on working 
vigorously for the Lord when out of 
fellowship with Him. ‘We have another 
illustration of this in the case of Peter. 
When the risen Lord appeared to him 
on the shore of Galilee, he was out fish- 
ing with companions. Christ called to 
them after their night of fruitless toil 
to let down their nets for a draught 
of fishes. John, seeing the catch of 
fishes, said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” 
Peter loved the Lord. He loved to be 
with Him. He girt his fisher’s coat 
about him, dived into the sea and swam 
to shore, the first to greet his Master 
(John 21:7). Later other members of 
the crew arrived with nets filled with 
“great fishes” (153). See how Peter 
loved to work for the Lord. He ran 
down to the net and, taking hold of 
it single-handedly, drew it on to the 
shore. But answer this question. Was 
Peter in fellowship with His Lord? He 
was not. The Lord had to come to very 
close dealings with him before he broke 
down and confessed, “Lord, thou know- 
est all things; thou knowest that I love 
thee.” Profession of love to Christ often 
keeps up when manifestations are lack- 
ing. 

Joseph’s brethren in like manner pro- 
fessed they were true men. ‘Several 
times over they said, “We are true men.” 
They kept their own deportment cards 
and gave themselves 100. But really 
and truly, were they true men? Over 
those very  self-congratulating men, 
Joseph wept hot tears. He withdrew 
into his chamber and wept over their 
terrible sins. He loved his brethren 
too much to allow them to go on in their 
hypocritical way. He had compassion 
without compromise. Soon he brought 
them down upon their knees in confes- 
sion and reconciliation. 

This thing is needed in al] of our 
churches. Our Lord Jesus Christ has 
been deeply grieved. Many have 
wounded Him. Greatly indeed, He has 
been wounded in the house of His 
friends. Heart-searching work is needed. 
It must begin at the house of God. It 
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must begin with the ministry, the of- 
ficers and. members of the Church. 


The ministry of the apostles is our 
standard. Christian life and practice 
are set forth in precepts in the Book 
of Acts and the second half of the Epis- 
tles. As we study these, it becomes 
evident that even the most earnest 
friends of the Lord have deep cause for 
humiliation and repentance. Symptoms 
of spiritual. decadence appear as we pro- 
ceed in our quest of the Lord’s teach- 
ing on Christian behavior. The answer 
to the question, “Who is to blame for 
the present spiritual declension of the 
Church?” will be found there. 


God cannot be blamed for loss of faith 
hope, and love. He wills the salvation 
of all men and the sanctification of the 
Church. Our Lord Jesus Christ cannot 
be charged with responsibility. He bled 
for our sins and prayed that we might 
be saved from the world. The Spirit 
cannot be blamed, for He lusteth against 
the flesh, reproves sin, works righteous- 
ness, and warns us of the coming. day 
of accounts. Neither can. we really 
blame. the Devil. Satan is a great, and 
wicked agitator. He. is. continually 
tempting the people of God and seek- 
ing to overcome them with diabolical 
devices; but the Devil cannot make a 
Christian sin. Christians are warned 
to-resist the Devil and he will flee from 
them. They are instructed to overcome 
him by the blood of the Lamb and the 
word of their testimony, not loving their 
life even unto death. God leaves open 
for us at least one door of escape from 
the power of the Devil. That door is 
martyrdom. So long as we can seal 
our testimony with our blood, we cannot 
hold the Devil to blame for the weak- 
ness or failure of the Church. 


We must look to the human factor. 
We turn to ministers and to the pro- 
fessed friends of God and man. Malachi 
said to the priests, “This [evi] hath 
been by your means” (1:9). The min- 
isters mentioned in the Scriptures are 
either converted or unconverted min- 
isters. Spiritual weakness must- be 
charged first upon the leaders. Judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God. 
Investigation begins with ministers, the 
officiary of the Church, and then our 
Lord’s professed friends. As ministers, 
we stand first before God for examina- 
tion. In the upper room, the Lord had 
His ministers with Him. His “one of 
you shall betray me” made them ask, 
“Lord, is it I?” Let us who are min- 
isters ask, “Lord, am I in any way to 
blame for the present weak spiritual 
life of the Church?” 

UNCONVERTED MINISTERS 

The peril of an unconverted ministry 
rises in the Church today. The Lord’s 
sheep in many places are shepherdless. 
There are many hireling shepherds, but 
few to care for hearts and souls. When 
our Lord “saw the multitudes ... as 
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sheep having no shepherd,” there was a 
whole troop of Pharisees trained by 
Gamaliel. They usurped leadership in 
Israel... Our Lord, the good Shepherd; 
falled twelve, then one hundred and 
twenty, and ultimately multitudes: to 
minister His Gospel to these shepherd- 
less sheep. 


(Continued on page 474) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Daily Prayer Union: 


Some weeks ago (April 7) the Tmves 
published a brief article by Pastor D. 
H. Dolman, M.A., D.D., on the “Daily 
Prayer Union in the Fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit.” The Union had been men- 
tioned once ~before in the Trves (Dec. 
12, 1942). It: was founded more than 
sixty years ago by a godly minister of 
the. Church. of. England, who felt the 
necessity of a revival among God’s chil- 
dren. Its objects are: “To promote 
prayer for the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 
and to make the Holy Spirit, His per- 
sonality, ahd His work in believers bet- 
ter known. and loved,’ and to have Him 
honored,~ and worshiped,” There is a 
member’s card, which contains a state- 
ment of the object of the Union, sug- 
gestions for daily prayer, thirty-one rea- 
sons why we need the daily infilling of 
the Holy Ghost, with Scripture refer- 
ences, and eleven Bible promises in -con- 
nection with the Spirit. 

Dr. Dolman writes in a recent letter 
that he has had more than 250 letters 
in response to his article from readers 
of the Trmwes. He regrets that he can- 
not possibly answer all these letters at 
this time, as he is shortly leaving this 
country for England. He writes further: 

The letters I received show that many 
of God’s children feel there is a lack in 
their spiritual life. They long for more 
power. What they need is the Spirit of 
power, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. . 

Many of my correspondénts ask for an 
answer by return. Under present *vir- 
cumstances it will take five or six weeks 
before they can receive my answer. 

For my answers to those who wish to 
join as members I always ask them to 
write to me and tell me something of 
(a) themselves and their experiences as 
a child of God, 2 Peter 3:18; (b) of their 
prayer life and some answer to prayer 
they have had; (c) if they are or have 
been engaged in any Christian work, as 

‘ our prayer is that every member of the 

D.P.U. should be a soul-winner. I also 

point out that the D.P.U. in the Fellow- 

ship of the Holy Spirit does not belong 
to any special denomination.» Our motto 
is “All One in Christ Jesus.” 

Others who would like to know more 
about the Union, or who would like to 
become members, may write to Pastor 
D. H. Dolman, in care of the Rev. R. R. 
Neill, M.A., General Secretary of the 
Daily Prayer Union, Tooting Rectory, 
London, S.W. 17, Eng. ‘Postage to Eng- 
land is 5 cents.) 
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of the Mountain Church—IX 


Aged widow of the joyous heart 


‘ E WERE holding special revival 
W services in one of the villages 

of ‘the mountain church. A 
glance at all that towered above us, hem- 
ming us in from the world, was enough 
to remind us of the hills round about 
Jerusalem, speaking God’s. faithfulness 
to His seeking children. So to begin 
with; it was a heartening place to be, 
and our thoughts. were easily lifted up 
to the throne of grace. 

Though the opening early morning 
prayer meeting had been blessed and 
‘everything seemed to be going well, yet 
-we missed keenly the presence of a 
cértain Christian woman who, humanly 
speaking, had been a strong factor in 
the developing church life of that dis- 
trict. 

Something was the matter or she 
would have been there; and, as the 
mountaineers during the “empty time” 
(winter): do not go on Pennsylvania 
Railroad time schedule, we were delay- 
ing the forenoon session in the hope that 
she..might arrive. Suddenly the cry 
went up: “Here she comes!” Looking 
down the trail, we saw the bent figure 
of an aged woman toilsomely climbing 
toward us. She leaned upon a staff as 
tall as her own stature. We all knew 
and: loved her, and were rejoiced to 
welcome her — venerable Liang Swen Si, 
the saint of the mountain church. 


A Happiness That Puzzled the Heathen 


_ As she drew near she called out, “I 
tried hard to get here for the first serv- 
ice; but my old body refused to move 
more rapidly!” ©“We gathered around 
her and ushered her into the cramped 
building built by one of the Christians 
and used as school and church. Her 
hearty laugh was contagious, putting 
‘us -all in the best of humor. The merry 
twinkle in her black eyes spoke of her 
gladness of heart. No heathen could 
understand why this old woman was 
_ 80 happy — a wizened, bent, aged widow, 
possessed of only an appallingly small 
livelihood, and hobbling up and down 
the mountain trails for fifty years on 
her tiny bound feet. For what? To 
preach a “foreign devil doctrine.” But 
we Christians, to our inspiration, knew 
and thanked God for her stimulating 
example. ; 
‘Repeatedly I had sought her out fo 
the prayer strength that she could give 
me; repeatedly, when preaching, I had 
been stimulated as I looked over into a 
corner and knew that she was interced- 


By CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, D.D. 


“Those articles by C. E. Scott now 
rinning in the Times are very de- 
lightful and appropriate. Each arti- 
cle is a breath from Heaven. .. . 
The style is easy to read, and I find 
it just the thing for relaxation.” 
This is just one of the hearty com- 
ments from Times readers on this 
series of biographical sketches of 
outstanding Chinese Christians.. It 
will be concluded in an early issue. 








ing while I spoke; repeatedly had I been 
spiritually energized to hear her, sitting 
near, exclaim, “Chu-ah, Chu-ah, hsien 
tsai pang tsu ta” (“Lord, Lord, help him 
now !”’) . 

She, seventy-eight years old, had ‘that 
morning walked many a Chinese mile 
to this meeting. Now. we helped her 
off the cold, damp, earthen floor and 
onto the kang (the raised brick platform 
of the room on which the Chinese sit 
and eat and sleep), for a little rest be- 
fore we began the meeting. Though in 
a frail body, she had come to the Kung 
Ki (revival services) in the power of 
God’s might and mightily. she was to 
be used to assist us. 

She talked fast, eagerly, and impetu- 
ously, and, from the beginning, about 
only one subject — as usual — the King- 
dom of Christ and how to advance it 
in the world. Before many minutes she 
said: “Let.us pray!” And, as was 
her wont, she, on her knees, bowed her 
face to the kang, and spoke in the most 
artless way to the Lord, Glad were we 
to defer the opening of that forenoon 


meeting for the privilege of hearing: 


what she, in pure joy, had to say to her 
Lord. Wherever she prays the Spirit of 
God is, and the place where she prays 
becomes a kind of “sanctum sanctorum.” 
A little company of us, still and expect- 
ant—two pastors, several elders, two 
Bible women, and the other Christians, 
as many as could do so— crowded in 
about her to hear her talk with her Mas- 
ter. Her voice was ful of indescribable 
tenderness and reverence, as she ad- 
dressed the Holy ‘One. And an awe 
stole over us listening. Was not this 
communion with God something df what 
Abraham and Moses_ experienced? 
Knowing her history, we realized some- 
thing of what it meant for her to pray: 
“Lord; the more hardships endured for 
Thee, the more blessing. If it will bring 
in Thy Kingdom, send them still, and 
more — the testings!” 
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She was one of many Christians res- 
cued out of the heathen world; who 
were once what Canon Farrar, in his 
classic book about the ancient Greek 
and Roman heathen worthies, calls, 
“Seekers after God.” When she was a 
young woman, our venerable and be- 
loved Dr. Hunter Corbett came into that 
region preaching. Practically her whole 
village, she ‘among them, received the 
“Jesus Doctrine,” and gladly. From that 
day till this, that village has had the 
unique distinction of being without tem- 
ple and idols, and its houses without 
household. gods. 


Persecution from Relatives 


At the age of twenty-one this woman 
found herself a widow, and a Christian 
with no children—a fearful state for 
any woman in a Chinese village, sur- 
rounded by heathen relatives and neigh- 
bors. Her deceased husband’s brother 
took her into his family; and he, with 
its members, began at once to persecute 
her for her apostasy from the worship 
of the ghosts of her ancestors. Finding 
her invincible in her determination to 
serve Jehovah, her brother-in-law de- 
cided to’sell her into a life of nameless 
shame. He received, as the price of 
her body, about $40 U. S. gold. But, 
when she learned of this purpose to 
suffocate her life in such a miasma of 
wickedness, she prayed mightily to God; 
and, strange to say, the procurer was 
filled with fear, and refused to keep her, 
even after she had been put into his 
power. This brother-in-law and his son, 
with their women, continued the sift- 
ting of this saint of God for thirty years. 
They did everything but turn her out. 
They did not do that, because she had 
a little property,—land on the moun- 
tainside, of which they pre-empted the 
use. She continued to .preach to, and 
to pray for, them despite all personal 
violence visited upon her body. When 
her brother-in-law was dying, she 
prayed:' “Oh, Lord, if it is Thy will, 
let him get well. Take off a few years 
from my life and add on to his, so that | 
he can know my heart’s joy and peace, 
and so that he may have some time to 
serve Thee!” 

The grandson, of her brother-in-law, 
in the course of time, became the head 
of the house, and for twenty years he 
and his wife steadily persecuted her. 
The old saint had been taught by Chris- 
tians to memorize some verses of Scrip- 
ture for her own encouragement. And, 
as she said, she often quoted to herself 
promises like this: “Let us not be weary 
in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.” 

Today all of the family into which 
she married (and which numbers some 
eighty persons) are either baptized or 
earnest inquirers, meeting regularly 
with the Christians. The evil spirit of . 
persecution, waspish and persistent, in 
the wife of the grandnephew, who was 
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a perfect vixen, has been broken; and 
that relative has become one of the most 
eager of Christ’s baptized ones in‘ that 
region to serve Him as Lord of the life. 
It was a miracle before one’s eyes to 
behold ! — this quondam -persecutress, as 
the result of the winsome life and prayer 
power of the old saint, walking fifteen 
li up the mountain trail te the revival 
services. In the village where her 
grandnephew now resides, and through 
the active work of this good woman, 
we have established a “Jesus school,” 
attended by more than*twice as many 
(some twenty) pupils as we have in 
many another Christian center, and with 
one of the best men, both as teacher and 
as Christian, of all our country fjeld at 
the head of it. It was the entering 
wedge to cleave heathenism in the cen- 
ter of all that region. 


In the village where the special meet- 
ings were being held a whole clan have 
become Christians, largely through her 
efforts, humanly speaking. There, for 
many years, only her. sister and her 
sister’s son, an elder in that mountain 
church and much persecuted by their 
people, were Christians. But she stood 
by them in prayer and encouragement 
until to that mountainside has come an 
unexpectedly rich soul-harvest. 


An Open Door for the Bible 


During December of 1915 a signifi- 
cantly encouraging scene was witnessed 
in the village of her husband’s relatives, 
one which, in essence, is being con- 
stantly reproduced, China wide. Chris- 
tian leaders sat in that village, teaching 
those erstwhile persecutors in a “Jesus 
Doctrine” class. Even the year before, 
such teachers would, have been spat upon 
and beaten; now they were guests of 
honor in the, home of the repentant 
grandnephew and his wife. And not 
only so, but a two-weeks’ peripatetic 
Bible class had been welcomed among 
a group of villages round about. The 
principal teachers were two blind 
evangelists and two Bible women asso- 


ciated with me. They had all faithfully 


and understandingly set forth in that 
region the Word and will of God. And 
the people, out of their grinding poverty, 
had gladly paid the expenses of their 
Christian instructors; and had eagerly 
gathered every day to hear the Good 
News from their lips. And it was largely 
through the prayers of this one old 
woman that this spiritual condition had 
come about, and its happy consumma- 
tion had prepared directly for the bless- 
ing which we were in these meetings 
to find and later work out. 

No wonder we listened to her, bowed 
on the kang, pouring out her heart for 
the people around her. “Lord,” she 
pleaded, “do a great work for us now. 
We have come here empty, we want 
to go away filled. My dearly beloved 
Sdviour, do this one thing, I ask Thee; 
make this people here gathered to be- 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lieve in Thy power!’ She prayed on 
with liberty of utterance and sweep of 
thought: “Lord, it is very important 
that Thou dost give me patience and 
love, to help some of these people who 
are just learning the Doctrine. 
Lord, I have another request; help us 
to erect a ‘Jesus Hail’ here!” We were 
all amazed at the boldness and confi- 
dence of her plea. We had scarcely 
dared think of building a church, even 
though it cost only $150, U.S. gold. And, 
incidentally, while standing in the pul- 
pit of some ornate and ¢ostly fane in 
the homeland, I have thought, many a 
time, of just’such structures in my coun- 
try field, the erection of which the old 
saint was now, in great faith, asking 
that we might be given strength to un- 
dertake. 

She continued: “Lord, help my two 
grandnephews, who have persecuted me 
so long. They are just beginning to 
learn Jesus, and they are so very weak !” 
And again in closing, she asked that 
she might be clothed upon with a spirit 
of sacrifice: “Lord, I. cannot afford to 
eat three meals a day. The cost of one 
meal I give Thee. For that third meal 
I will just eat of Thy favor; and, like 
David, be satisfied!” If it were only 
possible to put into the translation some- 
thing of the fervor and the hao tze wei 
(“the good flavor”) of this woman’s 
prayers, a list of sentences might be 
culled from her petitions perhaps as 
interesting and racy, as thought-pro- 
voking and as heart-compelling, as some 
things from Billy Sunday. Her prayer 
life, being like a river that flows on all 
the time, is full of sententious dnd soul- 
stirring sayings. 

As she finished her prayer afd got up, 
she remarked, incidentally and with a 
smile, between some rheumatic groans: 
“I must buy a new fat quilt to kneel 
on while I pray, for my old joints are 
sore and stiff!” As the church legend 
has it, her knees, like those of James 
the Just, “had been quite worn out in 
much exercise of petition at the Throne 
of Grace.” 


“Neither Wind Nor Rain .. .” 

When the heathen prise “Jesus be- 
lievers” who have been won to Christ 
from among their number, it is a’ high 
compliment. And the heathen all say 
of her: “She is a true Christian !” And, 
when I have asked them why, as I have 
repeatedly done, their answer is this: 
“Feng yu, dou “pu lan tsu ta tsoa li 
pai” (“Neither wind nor rain can stop 
her from going to worsinip”). To real- 
fZe what that means »%ne should know 
how the winds, laden with snow and 
sleet and rain, blow up that tough moun- 
tain path. 

The heathen thought it meant some- 
thing to see her, Sunday after Sunday 
for years, painfully on her tiny broken 
feet toiling up the trail, some fifteen. li, 
to the church in the village of her own 


And, . 
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family, so that she might participate in 
the worship of her God; and then, ‘after 
the morning service; sitting down on a 
rock, voluntarily subjecting herself to a 
hardship that to many a Chinese seemed 
to be uncalled /for and without reason; 
that is, to eat what she had brought — 
a iittle dry biscuit—and force it down 
with the indispenSable hot drink, in 
order that she might be able to stay 
on for the afternoon meeting; and then, 
in the gathering twilight, unaccompanied 
by humans, but’ not alone (though they 
knew it not), hobble on heft bound and 
broken feet down the mountain trail. The 
Chinese, as intimated above, often prefer 


‘to eat nothing rather than munch cold 


food. I have repeatedly seen them wait 
several hours longer than necessary, 
even in the face of a hard foot journey, 
in order to have some hot tea or warm, 
soupy mixture to eat, at the end of their 
trip, with their solid food. And so this 
characteristic "of the woman made a 
strong impression upon all who knew 
her. , 


Her Source of Strength 

In view of the fact that this cease- 
lessly energetic old saint could not read 
a character, except a few that she had 
laboriously taught herself, what resources 
of soul comfort the Spirit -must have 
supplied- to her! Under such circum- 
stances a heathen life is dried up and 
hateful, narrowed and wizened, beggar- 
ing description, yes, even beyond the 
belief of those who have not sympathet- 
ically lived in the midst of the cursed 
conditions that such barrenness and 
vacuity produce. 

While sitting on the kang I was inter- 
ested to ask her how she kept track 
of the Sundays. With her long thumb- 
nail she drew seven parallel lines: on 
the wall of sun-dried mud, and checked 
them eff with that useful substitute for 
a pencil, thus graphieally illustrating 
how she was able to figure out when 
the worship day comes round, 

And. her’ distinction is not only that 
she was the first woman Christian down 
in the lower valley of that back moun- 
tain district, and that for years now she 
has been stumping it around the vil- 
lages preaching to the women, but also 
that for years, too, she has been lead- 
ing evangelists around among the moun- 
tains over the trails and into the’ glens 
to find the huts of the peasants. 

Our meetings were held in a little 
room intended to hold about forty peo- 
ple. More than eighty were jammed into 
it, all Christians and inquirers. Be it 
remembered that they were largely the 
soul fruit, humanly speaking, of. this 
old woman.. The heathen came, too,.and 
when they could not crowd in, we step- 
ped outside into the cold, clear winter 
air that was filled with the ozone of 
the encircling pine-clad mountains; and 
there, on a threshing floor, was room for 
everybody to hear. 


(Continued on page 473) 


“9 














sad 
1ad 
ces 
ive 


und 
ar- 
the 
et. 


and 


er- 
ack 
nb- 


ced 
for 
ing 
hen 


hat 
un- 


vil- 
also 
ad- 
un - 
ens 


ttle 
eO0- 
into 
p it 


this 
and 
lep- 
ater 
. of 
and 

for 


- a 














~ Lesson for July 1 





-THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Mr. and Mrs. Winston, Miss Hoyt and Miss Sommers of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
; preparing the clothing for shipment. 


Bundles for Belgium 


By JOHN C. WINSTON 
Co-Director of the Belgian Gospel Mission 


IBERATION of Belgian territory last 
summer did not bring the deliver- 
ance from hardships that had been hoped 
for by the Belgian people. Death and 
destruction of property by V bombs and 
devastation of the Ardennes country in 
the Von Rundstedt offensive were prob- 
ably greater than anything they had 
previously suffered. In the industrial 
city of Liége alone, 2,400 persons were 
killed, 10,000 wounded, and 32,000 ren- 
dered homeless. In one of the suburbs, 
Ans, out of 4,500 houses, 3,750 were de- 
stroyed or damaged. The loss in. Ant- 
werp was even greater. This is in ad- 
dition to: what was done in the German 
irivasion of 1940 and in the four long 
years of enemy occupation. The Bel- 
gian Commission for Civilian Defense 
reports that. 200,000 Belgians, of whom 
90,000 are children, aré now homeless. ’ 
To help meet this appalling need, the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, in co-operation 
with the War Relief Commission of the 
National Association of Evangelicals, has 
sent 27,500 pounds of clothing and shoes 
this spring to the headquarters of the 
Mission in Brussels, whence it is being 
distributed at its fifty -centers and 
through other evangelical Christian 
groups throughout Belgium. Another 
15,000 pounds is about to go. These’ship- 
ments are being made under the auspices 
of the Friends of Belgium, agency of 
The Belgian War Relief Society. The pic- 
tures on this page show the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission warehouse in Philadelphia, 


where the clothing was made ready for 
shipment, and the same articles of wear- 
ing apparel laid out in the basement 
of the Mission building in Brussels, 
ready for distribution to war victims. 
As it is likely to be a long time before 
an emergency of such magnitude as that 
which the war has created can be wholly 





The clothing ready for distribution In the Mission Headquarters in Brussels. 
(Dr. Vansteenberghe, Co-Director, stands at the center.) 


' gratitude of the recipients in a letter 
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met, gifts of clothing will continue to 
be sent over as they are received. 

The New Testament Scriptures are full 
of references to Christian charity meet- 
ing human need. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself set the example to His disciples 
by healing the sick and feeding the hun- 
gry, as well as by preaching the Gospel. 
The apostles distributed to the necessity 
of the saints as they had brought to 
them the message of salvation. The 
Apostle Paul made a special journey to 
Judea for the relief of the famine suf- 
ferers there, and later undertook a wide- 
spread collection of money for the poor 
at Jerusalem. The gift in Christ’s name 
is especially marked with divine ap- 
proval. It is therefore in obedience to 
our Lord’s precept, as well as through 
sympathy for those in distress, that this 
relief work has been undertaken. 

At the end of the last war Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, founders of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, distributed large 
quantities of food and clothing to the 
war-stricken Belgians of that day. Again 
in 1940, during the tragic weeks of Bel- 
gium’s second invasion of a generation, 
the Belgian Gospel Mission aided in 
bringing relief to many hundreds of 
refugees. 

Dr. Vansteenberghe expresses the deep 


telling of the safe arrival.of the first 
shipment with everything in, “good or- 
der.” A Christian American soldier who 
witnessed some Belgians being outfitted 
with the new clothing wrote: “They 
indeed ‘were a happy group.” 
Even more severe, however, than the 
physical pain of injury, cold or hunger, 
is the indescribable anguish of many 
hearts. Those who know that their loved 
(Continued on page 478) 
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LESSON 1. JULY 1. GOD'S JOY IN CREATION ° 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 1 and 2,-printed text, Genesis 1:1-5, 10-12, 16-18, 26, 27, 31 
Golden Text.—God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.—Gen. 1:31 


Kine James VERsion 

Gen. 1:1 Im the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. ; 

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit .of God moved upon 
the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the 
light from the darkness. 

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 


W# And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 
together of the waters called he are and God saw that it, was 
good. 
11.And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, 
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed 
after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in 


16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made .the 
stars also. 

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give 
light upon the earth, 

18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide 
the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. 

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every,creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. 

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it 
was very good. And the evening and the morning were the 
sixth day. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 


itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. - 


‘The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE creation of the material uni- 
verse is the expression of the mani- 

- fest wisdom of God (Jer. 10:12). 
It bears tnimpeachable testimony to His 
power and personality (Rom. 1:20). 
Only a supreme, intelligent Being could 
account for the marvéls of the heavens 
and. the earth (Psa. 33:6-9). Everything 
bears the stamp of God’s infinite knowl- 
edge and understanding. It is only the 
fool who can look upon the stars above 
and the world below and say, “There 
is no God” (Psa. 14:1). 

The triune God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, all had part in creation, but the 
direct agent of the ad was the 
Son, the eternal Word (John 1:1-4; Col. 
1:16). All was intended to bring glory 
to the Father and the Son (1 Cor. 8:6). 
As originally created and as fitted up 
by God to be the abode of mankind and 
eventually the theater of redemption, all 
was pronounced good (Gen. 1:31). 
Though sin came in afterward, and left 
its terrible mark on all things, God’s 
first thought is His last, and this world 
shall yet be the scene where His glory 


will be displayed, when in the dispen- 


sation of the fullness of times all things 
will be headed up in Christ (Eph. 1:10). 

As children of God, we may well de- 
light in the wonders of creation and 
recognize that in wisdom He hath made 
them all (Psa. 104:24). The laws that 
govern the universe are reflections of 
the higher laws that prevail im the spir- 
itual sphere. Nature is intended to be 
throughout a witness for God. The true 
scientist is one who learns to think God’s 
thoughts after Him and sees in all physi- 


cal phenomena the evidence of the di-: 


vine Mind; for just as the existence of 
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a great machine indicates an intelligent 
artist and planner who contrived it, so 
the existence of the world can never 
be accounted for unless God is recog- 
nized as the great First Cause. In fact, 
it takes less faith to believe in God 
as one contemplates the evidences of 
His handiwork than to attempt to ac- 
count for so vast and marvelous a uni- 
verse without God (Psa. 102: 25-28; Isa. 
44:24). 


The Historical Setting 


Moses wrote Genesis, as Christ Him- 

self declares (John 5:46). He ftourished 
some 2,500 or more years before Christ. 
While earlier documents may have been 
incorporated in his Book by divine direc- 
tion, yet he is the human author or com- 
piler, and the inspiring Holy Spirit made 
plain to him what otherwise no man 
could ever have ‘known or disccvered. 
We may trust the creation record be- 
‘cause it is a divine revelation. No sci- 
entific facts have ever been deduced 
that can gontradict one statement of 
these early chapters. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 1:1.—“In the beginning: God. cre- 
ated.” Nothing could be more sublime 
than this terse statement as to the origin 
of the universe. Push back that begin- 
ning as far as the wildest speculations 
of some theorist may defhand, and God 
remains@as the great Originator of the 
heavens and the earth. It has often been 
pointed out that the Hebrew word for 
God here is Elohim—the plural form 
signifying the trinity in deity. But this 
is linked with a singular verb — created 
— because the three persons in the God- 
head acted together in producing the 
world and the starry host. This original 
creation was absolutely perfect, as we 
are told in Isaiah 45:18, “He created it 
not in vain” (or void). 


and used by permission. 


Verse 2.—“The earth was without form 
and void.” Many scholars render this, 
“The earth became without form and 
void.” This suggests that the once per- 
fect earth was subjected to some terrible 
cataclysm and so became chaotic and 
was wrapped in darkness. If this be 
correct, it may have,been in some way 
connected with the fall of angels. How 
long it remained in this state we do not 
know. But when God was about to 
form it to be inhabited “the Spirit ‘of 
God moved [or brooded] upon the face 
of the waters.” Divine activity had be- 
gun and the six days’ work followed. 


Verse 3.—“God said, Let there be . 
light.” This was cosmic light. The rays 
of the sun were not directly focused 
upon the earth until the fourth day, 
although all the heavenly ‘bodies were 
created in the beginning. Just as God 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness to illumine that ruined earth, 
so now it is He who causes light to shine 
into the hearts of lost, ruined sinners in 
the darkness of nature, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 4:6). 


Verse 4.—‘God divided the light from 
the darkness.” This natural law speaks 
of that which is spiritual. God is light 
(1 John 1:5) and His children are light 
in the Lord (Eph. 5:8) and are called 
to walk apart in holy separation from 
the darkness (Eph. 4:17, 18). ° 


Verse 5.—“The evening and the morn- 
ing were the first day.” 'There has been 
much speculation, and acrimonious dis- 
cussion, as to whether~these days were 
long periods or consisted of twenty-four 
hours.’ Many wise arguments have been 
advanced for both views. Perhaps we 
shall not attain to absolute certainty one 
way or the other until in yonder land 
we know as-we are known. But in 
either case, we may be assured of the 
perfection of this account. No proved 




















Lesson for July 1 


scientific fact has ever been adduced 
that could shake Moses’ testimony as to 
the progress of events during these six 
workdays of God. 


Verse 10—“God called the dry land 
Earth ... and the gathering together 
of the waters called he Seas.” It was 
He who brought the land up from the 
depths and swathed the continents about 
“with oceans’ mighty flood,” as the poet 
Cowper expresses it. Of this, Wisdom 
speaks in Proverbs 8:12, 21-29. ~ 


Verse 11—‘“Let the earth bring forth 
. « after his kind ... whose seed is in 
itself.” The creation of plants, with 
their power of reproduction through 
seeds, indicates divine order, which is 
the very opposite of evolution. The fact 
that every seed produces its own kind, 
and has done so through all the cen- 
turies, tells us that all was arranged by 
God from the beginning. od 


Verse 12.—“The earth brought forth 
... and God saw that.it was good.”. The 
divine Gardener took delight in watch- 
ing the results of His power and wis- 
dom as seen in the vegetable kingdom. 
There were no noxious plants of any 
kind at that time. These came in later 
as a result of man’s failure and sinful- 
ness (Gen. 3:17, 18). 


Verse 16.—“God made two great lights 
. .. he made the stars also.” Observe, 
it does not say here that. He created 
these light-bearers on the fourth day. 
Throughout the record a distinction is 
evident between creating and making 
(chap. 2:3). The first word has to do 
with bringing into existence that which 
had no existence before. The secoénd has 
to do with fitting that which was already 
created for use in connection with the 
world as the home of mankind. 


‘Verse 17.—“God set them... . to give 
light upon the earth.” He so ordered 
things that from their plac¢ in the blue 
vault above —the firmament or expanse 
—their rays were reflected upon the 
earth. 


Verse 18.—“To rule over the day and 
over the night.” Until this time the 
task which God began on the first day 
had not been completely consuramated. 
Now the distinction between day and 
night was fully manifested. 


Verse 26.—“God said, Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness.” The 
triune God is seen as counseling together 
concerning the production of a being, 
superior to all beasts and with an intel- 
ligence that would enable him to rule 
over all creation. Image signifies rep- 
resentation. Likeness has to do with 
character. Man was to represent God in 
this scene and must therefore be a spirit- 
being, for God is a spirit (John 4:24). 
Moreover, he was to be pure and inno- 
cent of all evil, and so in the divine 
likeness. 


Verse 27.—“So God created man in his 
Own image ... male and female.” Three 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13, June 24.—The New Church in the 
Pagan World. Acts 11:19-26; 13:1-3; 
1 Timothy; Hebrews; 1 Peter 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. July 8—Man’s Failures and God's 
ED kde hat é-as trot Genesis 3 to 9 








times in this first chapter is the word 
created used. In verse 1 we have the 
creation of insensate matter. In verse 
21, the creation of living beings — beasts, 
birds, and fishes. In verse 27, the crea- 
tion’ of man, a spirit-being in a material 
body. There is no possibility of pass- 
ing from one of these realms to the 
other. 


Verse 31—“God saw every thing that 
he had made. and, behold,-it was very 
good.” \God’s work was perfect. This 
first chapter gives it in outline. Chap- 
ter 2 gives the .details of the creation 
of man and woman. There is no con- 
tradiction between the two accounts. 
The. second explains -the first. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Holy Scripture is the only Book 
in the, world that explains the origin 
of the universe and man, It leaves no 
room for idle speculation, but makes 
plain the fact of special creation as op- 
posed to organic evolution and other hu- 
man .theories. From this truth of God 
as the Creator flows that of man’s re- 
sponsibility to seek to. know Him and 
to obey Him. Because I owe my exist- 
ence to Him, I am in duty bound to yield 
allegiance to Him. To fail in this is to 
sin against God and against my own 
soul. 


A Lesson Outline 
THe Divine CosmMocony 
Genesis 1 

1. Creation of the material universe (v. 
1) 

2. Origin of motion (v. 2) 

. Origin of light (v. 3). 

. The atmosphere surrounding the earth 
(vs. 6-8) 

. Controlling the seas (vs. 9, 10) 

. Origin of vegetation (vs. 11, 12) 

. Refraction (vs. 14-19) 

. Creation of animal life (vs. 20-25) 

. Creation of man (vs. 26-28) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Impassable Barriers. *It is indicated 
here and attested by true science that 
there is no possible way by which the 
non-living can become alive, nor beasts 
become men. God has made everything 
after its kind. If evolution were ever 
a fact, it would be manifested today and 
we should find creatures which were 
part man and part beast. But no such 
creature exists. Man’s possession of a 
spirit, enabling him to hear the voice 


>» 
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of God, must forever distinguish him 


from the beasts that perish. 
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Summaries and Applications 


It is not only significant but actually 
amazing that at a time when the sur- 
rounding nations accounted for the uni- 
verse by the strangest and weirdest 
legends, Moses declared that creation 
was the act of the one true and living 
God. 


The highest form of anthropoid ape 
can never be taught the meaning of a 
prayer meeting, because it is devoid of 
a spirit to which God can make known 
His mind. This is man’s peculiar dis- 
tinction (Rom. 8:16). 


Unregenerate men may resist the 
Spirit of God, but they hear Him speak 
nonetheless. Believers find blessing as 
they walk in obedience to His leading. 


When troubled ‘by skeptical doubts as 
to the inspired account of creation, it 
is well to remember that some of the 
mightiest intellects the world has ever 
known have found perfect satisfaction 
in the majestic account given in these 
chapters in Genesis. It is, utterly false 
to say that no scientists accept the testi- 
mony of Scripture. 


CHICAGO. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT leading theme in Genesis does 
this series of lessons develop? 


2. How long ago did God create the 

world? 

3. What happened between Genesis 1:1 
and 1:2? , 

4. In what three connections is the word 
“create” used in Genesis 1? 

5. How may we know that God is still in+ 
terested in this world which He made? 

6. What is meant by the image of God? 

7. In what sense was man made in the 


likeness of God, and does he still possess 
this attribute? 


(Answers on page 470) 
me 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the’ Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Dilustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
eli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tab es.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
nt i ~ 2 shortage, readers are asked to 

it the tal submitted on each lesson tg 

four illustrations. 

“How Beautiful God Must Be.”—God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good (Gen. 1:31, 
Golden Text). Dr. Abbott tells of a 
young woman who, as the result of a 
surgical operation, was enabled to use 
her sight for the first time at the age 
of twenty-three. Looking out upon a 
sunlit landscape, she exclaimed: “Oh, 
how beautiful! I never dreamed of any- 
thing so beautiful as this! How beau- 
tiful God must be!”—From the Chris- 
tian World. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. : 
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If We Master the First Verse—In 
the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth (Gen. 1:1). “The Bible 
opens without an apology. I do not 
know anything more difficult to believe 
than just the first verse of the Bible. 
If we master this verse, anything else 
that happened in the heavens or in the 
earth which God created will not stum- 
ble us.’"—From D. L. Moody’s “Notes 
from My Bible.” Sent by Nelson A. 
Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Marvel Not in the Dividing.— 
And the gathering together of the waters 
called he Seas: and God saw that it 
was good (Gen. 1:10). “How can you 
believe that rot !” exclaimed a university 
student coming on a classmate reading 
the Bible. “Don’t you have difficulty 
with such a miracle as the dividing of 
the Red Sea?” “Yes, I have difficulty 
with the Red Sea,” was the reply. “But 
my difficulty is not how it was divided, 
but how it was made. For certainly He 
who made it could divide it."—From 
the Christian Digest. Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y.; and Mrs. Harry 
H. Spahr, Collingdale, Pa. 


God’s Marvelous Balance—And God 
said, Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding seed, and -the fruit 
tree yielding fruit after his kind,. whose 
seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it 
was so (Gen, 1:11). It will be a long 
time before any evolutionist is able to 
give a satisfactory answer to Leander S. 
Keyser’s argument concerning the bal- 
ance in nature. Dr. Keyser points out 
the well-known fact that certain plants 
can be pollinized, and thus produce seed, 
only by the assistance of certain insects, 
whereas if evolution were true the plants 
rhust have existed for thousands of years 
before there were any insects. He also 
points out the fact that ail vegetable 
life would soon be destroyed by insects 
were it not for the presence of the birds 
which feed on the insects. Yet accord- 
ing to the evolutionist the insect must 
have been present long before the birds. 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Where the Stars Are Never Dimmed.— 
He made the stars also. And God set 
them in the firmament of the heaven 
to give light upon the earth (Gen. 1: 
16, 17). The youngest son of a devout 
Christian family was enrolled in the air 
corps and was about to graduate from 
his course of training in navigation. One 
of the requirements of graduation was 
that he must navigate his ship over 
strange, and perhaps dangerous, coun- 
try by night. When the final testing 
day came the radio reported storms on 
their way. There was every indication 
that it would be a bad night, and the 
boy’s mother was, very naturally, in a 
state of considerable anxiety. Late in the 
afternoon a humble woman of great faith 
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dropped in for a call, and in the conver- 
sation the mother confessed her. concern 
over the impending iests. The ‘skies 
were already overcas. and threatening. 
The caller listened with a sympathetic 
calm as the mother poured out her 
anxious heart, and then said, “Do not 
worry over your, son, my dear. It is 
true that the clouds are heavy and dark, 
and that the night is going to be bad. 
But your boy will take his ship up far 
above the clouds, where the stars for- 
ever shine.” There was something in 
the caller’s faith that became contagious. 
The mother went to the window and 
looked out. The words, “where the stars 
forever shine,” gave her a new sense of 
vision, and far away and above the 
storm she saw the serene night that 
looks down upon the storm, glistening 
with the myriads of stars. As she looked 
upon the scene in her imagination she 
remembered the times she had put the 
lad to bed, as a tiny little fellow, and 
heard his good-night prayers. She re- 
called those occasions when, as a youth, 
he had come to her with his problems 
and had been taught to pray. Across 
her memory there flashed some of the 
brave sentences out of his letters, writ- 
ten from camp. And then she knew! 
That Christian home had taught the boy 
how to “take his ship above the clouds, 
where the stars forever shine,” and her 
heart was at rest again: She could trust 
God, her own painstaking training, and 
her own son! And then the stars shone 
for all of them!—From the Christian 
Advocate. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Do Others See the Likeness?—And 
God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness (Gen. 1:26). A little 
lad was sick unto death. “Daddy,” he 
said, “is God as nice as you?” After the 
silence, during which the father’s throat 
was too full of sobs to answer, the little 
fellow said, “Then, Daddy, I am going; 
I am not afraid.” This beautiful state- 
ment needs no comment. Comment 
would spoil God’s lilies with man’s mean 
paint. But a question is not out of order. 
This: How many get such an impression 
about God from us who are preachers, 
leaders, parents, teachers, church of- 
ficers? How many? And—how con- 
stantly?—From Lighted Pathway. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N.Y. 


The moment we believe in the death 
of Christ, we are justified.’ We may not 
know or realize how this fact becomes a 
fact, but we may know by experience 
that it does. Thousands are using elec- 
tricity and the telephone every day who 
do not understand it... So it is with the 
death of Christ. -I am told, what is a 
great mystery, that because Christ died, 
I, who open my heart to receive Him as 
my personal Saviour, am absolved from 
my sins.—William Evans, Ph.D., D.D., in 
the Keswick Calendar. 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M, Olson 


It was with a sense of deep per- 
sonal loss that Tres readers learned 
of the Home-going of William H. 
Ridgway last February. Scores of 
letters have been received by the 
Editors,— and they continue to come,. 
— telling of the readers’ affection for 
“Uncle Billy” and of their deep ap- 
preciation of his column in the 
Tres, which he had written for 
thirty-eight years. That important 
chapter ‘in the life of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes closed with last week’s 
lesson. 


This week the Editors are glad to 
welcome to these columns Tom M. 
Olson, as the writer of. the lesson _ 
article for the men’s Bible class. As 
announced in the Times for April 21, 
the choice was made only after care- 
ful, prayerful consideration, and the 
Editors believe that Mr. Olson is ex- 
ceptionally well qualified to carry on 
this department. He writes the spir- 
itual section of Now, the little maga- 
zine issued each week by the R. G. 
LeTourneau Company, and his tracts 
and leaflets have been circulated by 
the millions... Mr. Olson brings to 
the task a very wide experience 
gained in travel abroad and in Bible 
lands and in personal work among 
businessmen, a thorough knowledge 
of the Bible, and.an earnest : desire 
to lead other men to Christ .and into 
the riches of His grace as revealed 
in the Bible. = 





“In the beginning” (Gen.- 1:1).—An 
open-air service was being held in Chi- 
cago: A heckler shouted to the speaker, 
“Your book doesn’t go back far enough; 
I can go mfch farther back than the 
Bible,” 

The speaker calmly said, “The very 
first verse in my Bible says, ‘In the be- 
ginning God created the heaven and the 
earth’—how much beyond the begin- 
ning can you go?” The ‘crowd laughed 
the hecKler to silence, and the speaker 
continued preaching the Gospel of Christ 
to his hearers. 

“God created the heaven and the 
earth” (v. 1)—An injunction’ which 
Christians often forget is: “Remembér 
that thou magnify his work, which mén 
behold” (Job 36:24). We are to magnify 
creation ! e 

So clearly does creation manifest God’s 
attributes and power that it is written 
concerning the nations: “that they are 
without excuse” (Rom. 1:19, 20. See 
also Isa. 40: 12-31). 

Thomas Paine, ‘an inveterate hater. of 
Christ, Christianity, and the Bible, had 
to admit in “The Age of Reason” that 
creation, the universe ‘we behold, 


preaches to us “the existence of an Al- 
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Lesson for July | 


mighty power that. governs and regu- 
lates the whole.” 

Furthermore he says: “We must 
know also, that the power that called 
us into being, can if he please, and when 
he pleases, call us to account for the 
manner in which we have lived here; 
and therefore, without seeking any other 
motive for the belief, it is rational to 
believe that he will, for we know be- 
forehand that he can.” 

But beyond that he would not go. The 
precious, profound fact that the Creator 
became. the Redeemer was foolishness 
in his estimation— which is what the 
Scripture said it would be to the natu- 
ral man (1 Cor. 2:14). 

It has often been pointed out that 
there are but three creative acts of 
God recorded in Genesis 1: (1) the 
heaven and the earth (v. 1), (2) animal 
life (v.21), and (3) human life (v. 27). 

Creation is such a stupendous thing 
that it is questioned whether it is pos- 
sible. for the human mind to conceive 
it; its apprehension is only possible to 
faith. “By faith we apprehend that the 
worlds. were framed by the word of 
God, so that that which is seen should 
not take its origin from things which 
appear” (Heb. 11:3, New Translation). 

In “A Fable for Critics,” James Russell 
Lowell says: 

In creating, the only hard thing’s to begin; 

A grass-blade’s no easier to make than 

an oak; 

If you’ve once found the way, you've 

achieved the grand stroke. 

One popular writer asks: “Was it 
not in stagnant and muddy water, amid 
the heavy humidity of moist land under 
the heat of the sun, that the first germ 


of life pulsated and expanded to the. 


day?” We answer, “No! An ordered 
creation such as is described in Genesis 
1,°not a swamp, is a pleasurable mani- 
festation of creative ability.” 

“And God said, Let there be light: 
and there was light” (v. 3).—How fitting 
for the One who “dwelleth in the light,” 
and whois “the light of the world,” and 
in whom is the “light of life,” to say 
on the first day: “Let there be light”! 

The light of creation foreshadowéd 
the Light of life! All through the Old 
Testament that Light shone in promise, 
picture, and prophecy; but now that 
Christ has come, and has died, and has 
risen, and has been exalted, there is 
perfeet day (2 Cor. 4:6; John 12:46; 1 
John 2:8), 

Chaplain Erling R. Jacobson, U. S. 
Navy, conducted several services among 
the Melanesian natives, who, until a 
comparatively recent date, were a war- 
like, savage, and primitive people, and 
with whom cannibalism and head-hunt- 
ing were common practices. 

He asked them the pointed question: 
“What has Christ brought to you?” He 
received various answers, but none quite 
as eloquent, he said, as a single word 
that came from the lips of a grizzled, 
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somewhat fierce-visaged, old jungle vet- 
eran seated on the ground. “Light!” 
was his answer. 


Yes, light is a precious gift for a man 
who has lived in a world of darkness 
and fears, whose rivers are crocodile- 
infested, where there’ are sharks in his 
sea, hostile man-eating tribes and evil 
spirits in his jungles, and nothing but 
hopelessness before him. 

“Let us make man... and let them 
have dominion” (v. 26).—Adam was “the 
figure of him that was to come” (Rom. 
5:14). As Adam was given dominion 
over all the earth, so everything is to 
come under the dominion of Christ — 
and He will not fail in His exercise of 
dominién as did Adam (Eph. 1:10, 18-23; 
Phil. 2:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:25). 


“And God saw every thing that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very 
good” (v. 31).—Human inventions are 
scrutinized by their inventors to see 
what improvements can be made in 
them, or in the common vernacular, “to 
have the bugs ironed’ out!” But God’s 
work is perfect (Deut. 32:4). 

A young man gazing intently at a 
chart showing the organs, bones, mus- 
cles, nerves, veins, and arteries in the 
human body exclaimed, “And to think 
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Fepic and Sh tock 
God’s Beautiful Worla M288 “tr 

E BEGIN this quarter’s lessons in 

the Book of Genesis, and our first 
task is to give our classes the picture of 
the beautiful new world God made, with _ 
everything perfect. This is hard for 
little children to understand. Perhaps 
you can remember some of the ques- 
tions that came into your owh mind at 
that age. I can still feel the puzzled 
bewilderment of my child-brain when 
I was first told that God created the 
heavens and earth. Where was God 
before He made the heavens and earth? 
Where did He stay while He was creat- 
ing them? How could God be anywhere 
when there was nothing? I would think 
about it until my head ached, but I 
never solved the problem. You - may 
have some of the same sort of thinking 
children. Do your best to help them 


out Him was not 
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understand; no, not understand, but 
catch the vision of God as a Spirit, not 
limited or bound by time and place. 
Deity is beyond our adult understand- 
ing, but we accept by faith what we 
cannot understand. Children will do 
the same if properly taught. 

The very first verse of our lesson says, 
“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.” We believe God 
made them perfect and good, and so 
we are surprised when we read the next 
verse and find that the earth was waste 
and empty and uninhabited. But Isaiah 
and Jeremiah and Ezekiel give us an 
idea of what happened. 

Satan and some of the angels rebelled 
against God, and ruin to the earth was 
the result. There we have: the story of 
God’s infinite patience in re-creating the 
earth during six days, and His joy and 
satisfaction over His work when He 
rested on the seventh day. He looked 
at everything He had made, man in- 
cluded, and it was all very good. 

So it was in a perfect earth, with per- 
fect flowers and trees and fruit and 
vegetables, that God put Adam and Eve, 
perfect and innocent. Even the animals 
were perfect; there were no cruel wild 
beasts. . 

A very good way to illustrate this 
lesson would be with a éeries of large 
cloth circles on the flannel board. The 
first one would be black,— showing the 
ruined earth, for we have no idea what 
the earth was like “in the beginning,” 
—then a gray circle shows the earth 
when light came: The third one should 
show land and sea, the fourth one, sun- 
shine and trees and grass. Then on this 
same circle put in the animals for the 
fifth day, and, last, man and woman, 
to show the creative work of the sixth 
day. 

This will give the children some idea 
of the progressive work of creation. 

Quiz 
1. Who created the heavens and earth? 


2. How many days did God work, re-creat- 
ing the earth? 


3. What did God do on the seventh day? 


4. What did God say about the things He 
had created? 


5. What is the Golden Text? 
Mopesto, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

The Good World God Made (Gen. 1:1-5, 31) 
<é¢ DON’T see why God made so many 

horrid mosquitoes!” exclaimed 
Mae one evening, swatting spitefully at 
the buzzing insects swarming around. 
It’s hard to answer that, isn’t it? Per- 
haps we can find part of the answer, 
anyway, in the Bible. Do You think 
Adam and Eve wexe troubled with mos- 
qyitoes on a lovely moonlit evening in 
, the. garden of Eden? - I don’t think .so. 
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When God finished the world, sée what 
He thought about it in Genesis 1:31. 


But trouble did get in—we call it 
sin—and made the man and woman 
bad. It made the earth bad, for God 
told Adam part of his punishment for 
disobeying ‘Him was that the earth would 
not be the same as it had been, but 
“thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee’ (Gen. 3:18). Did sin 
make the mosquitoes bad, too? It may 
be. There is a verse in Romans (8:22) 
that suggests that the whole world is 
out of order. But Isaiah tells of a time, 
when the Lord Jesus returns, that all 
animals shall be at peace and not eat 
one another or hurt people. (Read,Isa- 
iah 11:6-9 to the class.) Ilike to think 
that when God -first made everything, 
before sin- got in, that everything was 
like that, too, and even the mosquitoes 
didn’t bite. ' 

In teaching the order of events in 
creation, a series of charts is helpful. 
I use circles about 6 inches in diameter 
cut from scrap cardboard. 
one is completely covered with black 
paper to illustrate Genesis 1:2. The 
next, representing the first day, is half 
black and half cream colored (vs. 3-5). 
The second day is pictured by two 
shades of blue, the lighter for the sky, 
the darker for water (vs. -6-8). For 
the third day use the same shades. as 
above for sky and water, but half of 
the water part is covered with brown 
paper, representing dry land. . On it 
grass and trees may be pasted or drawn 
with crayon (vs. 9-13). The fourth day 
repeats the preceding . except that 
green paper is substituted for the vege- 
tation-covered earth, and adds sun, moon, 
and stars to the sky (vs. 14-19).. The 
fifth day shows the addition of fish in 
the water and birds flying in the sky 
(vs: 20-23). The sixth day repeats the 
preceding and adds different kinds of 
animals and Adam and Eve (vs. 24-30). 
(Sunday school picture cards of the 
creation story may furnish a variety of 
small animals and the figures of Adam 
and Eve for cutting.) 


When the world was done, “God saw 
every thing that he had made, and, be- 
hold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31, Mem- 
ory Verse). It was, a lovely world be- 
fore sin got in. When the Lord Jesus 
Christ comes back to. earth, it will be 
a lovely world again. 


God has made the boys and girls, I 
know. Their names are Jack and Helen, 
and so for ¢€use names of pupils in 
the class). Can He look at them and 
say, “They are very good?” They were 
darling babies when He first made them, 
every one. But what about now? Has 
sin ruled and made one lie and another 
be disobedient, and a third swear? Or 
has the Lord Jesus come into them and 
made them good again so that now God 
is pleased with them? If the Lord Jesus 
has never come into your life, won't 


The first — 


June 16, 1945 


you invite Him right now to take away 
the bad and come in to stay? 

Finish memorizing the names of the 
Pauline Epistles this week. 


Bucxsport, MAINE. 
we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 467) 


1. “In the beginning God” created a per- 
fect world. When sin crept in, God made 
a perfect plan of redemption by which man- 
kind, and eventually the earth itself, would 
be restored. 


2. We do not know. But we do know that 
it was He who-created it “in the beginning.” 

3. It is believed by many that the earth 
underwent a terrible change, becoming 
empty and uninhabited, void and desolate, 
as the result of divine judgment, involving 
Satan. and fallen angels (Jer. 4:23-26; Isa. 


“24:1; Ezek. 28:12-15; Isa. 14:9-14). 


4. In connection with the creation of mat- 
ter, of living creatures, and of man as a 
spirit-being. 

5. God’s Word declares that fact, and 
everything that God has done throughout 
the ages confirms His Word (John 1:1-14). 

6. Image implies representation. God 
made man a spirit-being to represent Him 
in the earth. 

7. Likeness implies character. 
sin man lost the likeness of God. 


we 


Through 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here in the beginning 
of the second half of this mo- 
mentous year of the world’s history we 
find ourselves on one of the great bat- 
tlegrounds of Christian faith, namely, 
the first and second chapters of the 
Book of Genesis. , 
Peace of mind and joy of heart in your 
Christian life, stability, and accuracy of 
your judgment, as well as your useful- 
ness to your Lord, will largely depend 
upon how you stand on these two chap- 
ters.- The evolutionist repudiates them. 
He sets his scientific mind up against 
the clear statements of God’s Word. He 
puts his comparatively puny intelligence 
against the infinite wisdom and power 
of Almighty God and declares that Gen- 
esis 1 and 2. cannot be true. In its place 
he offers evolution, as “the evolving of 
all life, without the intervention of God, 
from one primordial cell — somehow !” 
And in the “somehow” he is hopelessly 
lost for an answer to the baffling mys- 
tery of a “first cause.” He backs him- 
self into a pocket of ignorance from 
which there is no escape, except by 
the way of Genesis 1’s clear statement. 
The evolutionist tells you that you are 
childish and simple-minded if you be- 
lieve Genesis 1 and 2.. The Lord Jesus, 
on one occasion, said, “I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 
cause thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes” (Matt. 11:25). 
Any teacher would do well to read 
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the comments on this lesson found in 
“Peloubet’s Select Notes” for 1945.1 This 
treatment alone is well worth the price 
of the book. I quote from it the con- 
cluding paragraph: 

“The goodness of God is hardly any- 
where in the Bible revealed more vari- 
ously and profoundly than in this chap- 
ter [Gen. 2], for God in creating man, 
first made him in the divine image, 
allowing him to have communion with 
God, the loftiest privilege that a human 
being can ever enjoy; He gave him an 
environment of absolute beauty; he had 
sufficient for the physical needs of his 
‘body, food and drink; he had work to 
do, which is a godsend, though some 
men may not think so; he had high 
intelligence, and did not begin life as 
a barbaric savage; he was given a help- 
meet to love, probably the most beau- 
tiful woman that ever lived; he was 





1*Peloubet’s Select~ Notes,” by Wilbur M. 
Smith (W. A. Wilde Co., 131 Clarendon S&t., 
Boston 16; $2 postpaid). 
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warned as to what was right and what 
was wrong; he no doubt had the most 
perfect physical body and the soundest 
health that any man has ever had. What 
else could anyone want? Certainly a 
man with all these gifts from the hand 
of a bountiful Creator would love God 
spontaneously, and always be glad to 
obey Him. But he did not, and that is 


the tragedy ... of all the ages that 
follow.” 
JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 
. w 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“Bre THou Perrect” 
(Theme for the Quarter) 


a) © Sst happy God must have been 
while He was making all these 
things,” said bright-eyed Rena Faye as 
we were talking about the thrilling 
periods of God’s creation. 

“Do you think God ever worries when 
He looks at the mix-up the world’ is in 
right now?” asked her cousin Jerry. 

“How could He worry when He knows 
that everything is going to come out the 
way He wants it to in the end?” Rena 
Faye was confident (Rom. 8:28). 

God was not disturbed by a chaotic 
world. He changed it. Where life could 
not exist because of a wall of darkness, 
God called forth the Light, and dark- 
ness just wasn’t there any more (John’ 
1:1-14; .1 John 1:5-7). After light and 
life were available, a firmament, an at- 
mosphere was needed through which 
sunshine could filter in the daytime, and 
at night the earth could be at rest. 

Read your geology and think of how 
a living God filled up the seas and fur- 
nished waterfalls with spray; how He 
called forth quakings of the earth to 
move mountains into place and indent 
the valleys and the caves; how He called 
into newness of life the seeds that had 
lain dormant while the earth was dark. 
The Garden of Eden in full bloom made 
the heart of God rejoice. © 

God’s interests are infinite, extending 
far beyond this little earth, yet He loved 
our small planet enough to call the en- 
tire universe into active co-operation 
with our earth as sun; moon, and stars 
all took part in the program of the sea- 
sons. Read your astronomy and think 
of God (Job 26:7-13). 

God, who loves life and motfon, cre- 
ated fish and amphibious creatures for 
the empty waters; He created birds and 
fowls as well as tiny insects to fill the 
air and nest in méadows, rocky crevices, 
and trees. Have you ever studied the 
beauty of color, and fascinating kinds 
and habits of fish and birds? Or have 
you looked at the delicate, lacy wings 
of summer insects that flutter around 
the lights? 

uBy the sixth creative day God’s world 
was not yet complete. Read your zo- 
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ology and picture the monkeys and cows, 
buffaloes and rabbits, horned toads and 
mice as they began to roam with other 
walking and creeping things through 
woods and fields and plains. Now almost 
everything was complete, but in all the 
earth God did not yet have a friend to 
talk with Him and love Him supremely. 
To have such a friend God created man. 
God gave man a body so he could oc- 
cupy the earth; He gave man a soul that 
was higher than animal understanding 
so that he. could think and feel and de- 
sire; He gave man a spirit through which 
He could know God. 


“Why was I ever born?” world-weary 
folks have often asked. Why? Do you 
know? See Revelation 4:11 for the an- 
swer: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honour and power: 
for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created.” 
You were created for the sole purpose 
of giving pleasure to your Creator-God. 
You have a great, divine purpose to ful- 
fill in order to complete the tapestry of 
the ages that is being woven from the 
warp and woof of all our varied lives. 

During this quarter we shall take our 
theme from Genesis 17:1: “I am the Al- 
mighty God; walk before me, and be 
thou perfect.” God did not want a 


‘ chaotic earth, so He made a new earth. 


As we study the chaotic conditions in 

the lives of men in Genesis we shall 

see how God worked all things together 

for good that He might be glorified. 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we stand.amazed before the evi- 
dences of Thy creative work. Our minds 
do not penetrate to the age-long provi- 
sion that Thou hast made for man from 
the beginning. We take Thy Word as 
the testimony that gives us assurance 
of the eternities, and we rejoice in the 
way in which Thou dost condescend to 
continue Thy loving hand upon the life 
of man. Life is from Thee, and we thank 
Thee that Thou hast granted unto us life 
that is life indeed through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Help us to remember Thee 
throughout the hours of the day, and in 
the night watches when our earth is 
moving through the great orbits of the 
infinite spaces that Thou hast arched 
above our heads. Help us to remember 
that Thou art interested in the life that 
Thou hast mercifully continued in us 
since Thou didst make- us each one a 
person, and especially for that life which 
comes to us through belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the Light and the 
Life. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Do you watch .the 
sunrise very often? Do you step. out 
of doors in the late evening and let your 
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Ticnt or Tiraen : 


A Short Stewardship. Play 
By Grace Good Reed 


Easy to produce. One act. Six 
characters — has a pertinent up- 
to-the-minute message. 


Price, 35 cents ‘ 
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mind range upward among the stars? 
Do you study the humble life, but very 
wonderful life, in the grasses and flowers 
and trees around you, and in the song- 
sters that gladden the morning hours? 
Our God is a great God, and has made 
marvelous provision for His creatures. 
We do not think nearly enough about 
Him. When you are walking along the 
street, or busy about the household. or 
in school or office, do you let your mind 
rise above the things that you have to 
do, to the Doer of the wonders all about 


Gop Cares 
BELIEVE HIM! 














us? And just think, we as believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ have the family 
right to call Him Father! Yet He is the 
Creator of all. these wonders. An astron- 
omer one evening showed a picture on 


. a screen to a crowd of businessmen. It 


was a. solemn moment when he said: 
“You are now looking at a photograph 
of the farthest stars that the human eye, 
through a telescope, has ever seen.” Oh, 
the marvels of His creative power, and 
of His loving care over His creatures! 
Shall we trust Him without anxiety? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 1 
Our Country’s Place in the Family of 
Nations (Acts 17:24-28a) 


E HAVE seen in our prayer meet- 

ings during the last two. weeks 
that the freedom enjoyed by the people 
of the United States of America did not 
come to us by chance, but was bought 
at a great price. We have seen also 
that the enjoyment of that freedom car- 
ries with it certain responsibilities. The 
greater the privilege, the greater the re- 
sponsibility that goes with it, and so 
this week we are to think about the 
place that the United States of America 
occupies in the family of nations, and to 
endeavor to see how that place puts upon 
America certain great obligations. 


America has a place of great ability. 
Her people are not supermen, but the 
long years of freedom’ and free enter- 
prise that they have enjoyed have de- 
veloped an ability for organization, in- 
genuity, energy, and mass production to 
a remarkable degree. The whole world, 
during the recent war in Europe and 
the war in the Far East that continues, 
has been made conscious of America’s 
remarkable gift in this respect. Will 
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she use it after the war merely to com- 
pete with other nations, and to gain 
trade and commercial advantage, or will 
she use it to help less gifted peoples? 
Will she put her ability to work to 
carry the Gospel to other lands, or will 
she use this ability for her own selfish 
interests? 
Pd 


America today has an unparalleled 
place of power. There was a time when 
England was the mightiest naval force 
on this earth. Today England freely ac- 
knowledges that the United States is 
supreme in both the Atlantic and the 
Pacific. Her atmies and military might — 
are outnumbered perhaps only by Soviet 
Russia. How will America use this 
place of power? Will she continue to 
use it, as she has done so largely in 
the past to enforce the principles of 
right? Will she use it to further justice 
and check oppression? Or will her 
might become to her the snare that 
power has become to many other nations 
that have trod this old earth, and be 
used to enforce her will upon weaker 
peoples? 

+4 


America: has an outstanding place of 
leadership in the world ‘today. Many 
nations look to her as the greatest force 
of safeguard of liberty and justice. What 
America does, nearly the whole Western 
Hemisphere will do, and her influence 
is a mighty factor in the affairs of Eu- 
rope and Asia. Will she fill her place 
of leadership in the highest degree by 
leading the other nations of the world 
in paths of righteousness and honest 
dealings and zealous regard for the rights 
of others? Or will her leadership lead 
in the devious paths of secret diplomacy, 
of concealed greeds, and of selfish alli- 
ances that will breed among the other 
nations distrust and fear and misunder- 
standing and chaos? 


# 


America holds a place of marvelous 
example. Even those people who do 
not like her nevertheless secretly envy 
her accomplishments and copy her ways. 
Will her people display to the other 
peoples of the world an example of 
pride, intolerance, race prejudice, self- 
indulgence, and sin? Or will America 
rise to her great privilege as an example 
to other nations in individual and na- 
tional righteousness, charity, and self- 
control that shall cause other people not 
only to envy her achievements, but to 
admire her character and to emulate the 
consistent Christian conduct of her 
people? 


sg 


Long ago, God called a man to begin 
a great nation through which all the 
other nations of the world were to be 
blessed. God’s plan for that nation of 
chosen people had to be postponed be- 
cause of the sin and. rebellion of the 
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people, and because they turned away 
from Him and served other gods. 


America, while not blessed of God 
in the same way that was true of Israel 
of old, nevertheless has enjoyed God’s 
favor and blessing to a remarkable de- 
gree. He intends that America should 
use her high place of privilege to be 
a blessing to the other nations of the 
world. She will retain her place only 
as long as she is a channel of blessing. 
If she fails, she will go down as quickly 
and as completely as have many other 
mighty peoples of the past. 

America’s money, her armies and 
navies, her ability and leadership can 
bless other nations only as they make 
it possible for these nations to know the 
true God and worship and serve Him. 
Breaking the shackles of other people, 
and lifting them to higher social, eco- 
nomic, and commercial levels will be a 
curse to them if, with it, America does 
not lead them to the true God who alone 
can bring joy and peace and blessing 
to any people. Many believe that the 
close of the war in the Pacific will be 
the beginning of one of the greatest 
missionary opportunities that this world 
has ever seen. Is America ready for it? 
- Will she seize this opportunity to carry 
the Bible, the infallible Word of God, 
and a Saviour, who can save to the 
uttermost, to the farthest parts of the 
earth? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Venerable Saint of the 
Mountain Church 


(Continued from page 464) 


During the meetings the saint did not 
make a speech, but was striving might- 
ily in prayer while others expounded 
and exhorted. But toward the close 
of the last session she got up and said: 
“Aside from my land, which I have now 
divided among my five nearest rela- 
tions, I have an income of $30 Mexican 
($12 gold) a year (as the exchange then 
was); and I purpose to give three-tenths 
of this as the first subscription toward 
a church, building, which, it is manifest, 
we must have!” The people had ar- 
rived at the spiritual stage where they 


were willing to be led, and the Holy 


Spirit so used this short speech of hers 
that they began at once to rise and 
pledge one-tenth of their incomes (fig- 


ured necessarily down to a fine point) 


toward their school and church. The 
result was that, whereas during the pre- 
vious year that village of Christians and 
“beginners in the Jesus Doctrine” sub- 
scribed only fifty tiao, they now sub- 
scribed some two-hundred and fifty. 
And. out of such poverty! Only the 
foreign friend and pastor who has oft 
eaten with them, in their huts, can con- 
ceive it. It was wintertime. “Yet, 
though the meager harvest of grains 
and vegetables was supposed to last into 
May at least, already they were eating 
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dried. sweet potato leaves, boiled, in their 
soup. 

The mountainside there belongs to a 
Taoist priest, whose temple in the near 
distance, immured in the grove of trees, 
can make me think only of an ocean 
rock-cave, and the priest only of a devil- 
fish, snugly ensconced in its chosen coign 
of vantage, ever ready to dart out and 
seize upon and strangle and suck the 
life out of its victims. He has merci- 
lessly ground the people round about him. 
The villagers, long held in fear, are 
merely his hewers of wood and drawers 
of water. They make their precarious 
living by trimming the branches off from 
his trees and receiving in return what- 
ever he chooses to give them. Many a 


‘time they have eaten sweet potato 


leaves and stalks made into a soupy 
mess— the same fodder that they ordi- 
narily feed to their hogs. 

As an illustration of the contagious 
influence of the example of the vener- 
able mountain saint upon that little com- 
pany, and of her standard of giving, one 
Christian, who had sent forty-four tiao 
to an official for the rent of some, gov- 
ernment land, was inspired to ” a 
like sum for this good cause o 
Old Liang Swen Si, in her approval, 
remarked: “Surely, he ought to give 
as much to the good God as he does 
to the squeezing county. magistrate !” 

After the forenoon service of the last 
day, the old saint, with joy unspeak- 
able, picked up her staff and started 
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TRACTS WIN SOULS 


Distribute Them Widely 
Send for free copy of 


**Tracts and Their Uses’’ 
By Tom M. Olson 
(All tracts are free of charae) Write 
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(Suite 2307) 
1270 Sixth Avenue New York 20, N, Y. 
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Christ, the Apostles, and Wine 
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on whether the wine used at Cana 
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Lord was fermented or not. 
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36 pages — 25 cents, postpaid 
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upon her journey, remarking: “I ‘have 
decided to go to a village tomorrow forty 
li away from my home.” We remcn- 
strated with her for thinking she could 
go so far, but, laughing as gleefully as 
a girl, she said: “The Christians there 
have fallen down, and the Lord wants 
me to go and help them to pick them- 
selves up.” 

As her frail, bent figure disappeared in 
the distance, we could not help but pray 
for her the prayer that Paul prayed for 
his friend in Colosse, that she might 
continue to be “filled with the knowledge 
of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding increasing in. the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; giving thanks unto ihe 
Father, which hath made us meet to bé 
partakers of the inhe/itance of the saints 
in light: who hath delivered us from 
the power of darkness, and hath trans- 
lated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son: in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgive- 
ness of our sins.” 

If such as she can continue with joy 
unspeakable In the service of Him, 
whom, having not seen, she loves, and 
grounded and steadfast and not moved 
from the hope of the Gospel, then what 
ought we to expect as a standard for 
ourselves, the highly favéred ones? 


(To be continued) 
we 


Responsibility for the Church's 
Decline 
(Continued from second page) 


Thousands of ministers today seem- 
ingly are unregenerate. Like Rabbi 
Nicodemus, they have ignored the new 
birth and talk foolishly about it. Our 
Lord called false ministers of His day 
“blind guides.” Paul called them false 
apostles, Satan’s ministers transformed 
into ministers of righteousness. Today* 
great numbers in the ministry are with- 
out spiritual life and interest. They 
mock at God’s truths, oppose true Chris- 
tianity, are influenced by favors, sus- 
tained by apostates, and go on subvert- 
ing whole households and beguiling un- 
stable souls. They major on head knowl- 
edge. They have a name to live while 
spiritually, dead. They talk of an un- 
known and unfelt Christ and exhibit all 
the marks of an unconverted ministry. 

1. They are without a divine call and 
have taken upon themselves the office 
of the Gospel ministry. 

2. They walk according to the course 
of this world, the spirit that now works 
in the children of disobedience. 

3. They appear never to have really 
examined themselves in the light of 
God’s: Word so as to know their own 
real spiritual condition, 

4. They seem never to have experi- 
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of the law. They do not want Christ 
as the’ Lamb of God, or His “all of grace” 
salvation. 

5. They show that they do not have 
the love of God shed abroad in their 
hearts. 


6. They bear no marks of having had 
the seventh of Romans struggle with 
sin, or the eighth “no condemnation” 
experience. ;' 

7. They are not victorious over the 
world, but love it more than eternity. 

8. They appear not to yearn for spir- 
itual improvement for themselves or for 
others. 

9. They live and walk by sight, and 
not by the faith of the Son of God. 

10. They are ordained of man, but not 
of God. Their chief services are physi- 
cal and mental. Spiritual life is allowed 
to languish. 

11. They are executives of church or- 
ganizations, but not members of the or- 
ganism of which Christ is the Head. 


Is it any wonder then that their in- 
structions cause people to err from the 
words of knowledge, and that they speak 
smooth things? These unconverted min- 
isters see vain and foolish visions for 
the people. They do not uncover in- 
iquity. They preach out of their own 
hearts instead of from, God’s revelation. 
They make no distinction between the 
holy and the profane. They feed them- 
selves, not their flocks. The Scriptures 
say they are trees without, fruit: wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. They seek to lay 
another foundation than that which is 
laid in’ Christ Jesus. They preach an- 
other Gospel which is not another. They 
ignore God’s law and testimony. Of 
them,’ Paul warns us: “Now I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine ‘which ye have learned; and 
avoid them. ‘For they that are such 
serve not our Lord Jesus® Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts 
of the simple” (Rom. 16:17, 18). Fur- 
thermore, Paul says: “If he that cometh 
preacheth another Jesus, whom we have 
not preached, or if ye receive another 
spirit, which ye have not received, or 
another gospel, which ye have not ac- 
cepted . . . such are false apostles, de- 
ceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles. of Christ. And no 
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. Therefore it is 
no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of right- 
eousness; whose end shall be according 
to their works” (2 Cor. 11:4, 13-15). Paul 
also speaks of men who “overthrow the 
faith of some” (2 Tim. 2:18); and Peter 
writes of those who bring in “damnable 
heresies” and cause many to follow 
“their pernicious ways,” and, “through 
covetousness” and by fine words and 
fine speeches, deceive the hearts of the 


" enced condemnation of conscience and simple; “whose judgment now of a long 
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time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not” (2 Pet. 2:1-3). 

Thus the Scriptures’ describe uncon- 
verted ministers as. they were in the 
days of the apostles. Today such false 
ministers “wrest the Scriptures,” “se- 
duce” God’s servants, and work evil. 
Blame for the spiritual declension of 
the Church is first of all fastened upon 
these false pastors. They must first bear 
responsibility for misleading the Church 
of God. Yet from the ranks of such 
men, God, in the past, in answer to the 
prayers and labors of His people, has 
brought some of them to the knowledge 
of the truth. The Book of Acts and 
Paul’s own testimony to Timothy furnish 
evidence of this fact. God is able even 
“of these stones to raise up children 
uxto Abraham.” 


In his next article, Mr. Wadsworth 
will show how and in what manner 
blame must attach to even true serv- 
ants of Christ. Much of the present 
weakness of the ‘spiritual life of the 
church is due to certain failures for 
which the Lord holds them and their 
supporters responsible. 


se 


Children at Home 


Talking ‘ Shoes 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


T WAS the month of May, and May 
in India is hot. Scorching sun had 

dried up most of the plants that beau- 
tified the entrance to the mission girls’ 
school. Now only a few oleanders, pink 
and white, and gay, carefully watered 
petunias still bloomed. The wide, sunny 
verandas, where classes met in the cooler 
weather, were empty. The schoolgirls 
had left them to sit in the high-ceil- 
inged rooms, where the temperature was 
perhaps a few degrees cooler. 

The verandas were empty —of girls, 
that is. They were not altogether bare, 
for lined up pair by pair, waiting quietly 
for’school to be out, when they would 
be claimed by their owners, were the 
schoolgirls’ shoes. There they stood, 
of all shapés and sizes and conditions 
of wear. The quiet waiting grew tire- 
some, So the shoes began to talk. 

A stout pair of red leather shoes with 
curled-up toes, plainly village-made, 
started the conversation with its next- 
door neighbor. 

“Where did you come from? It is 
plain. to be seen you are not from the 
country, as we are.” 

“No; indeed,” the shiny black patent 
leather toe slippers answered, a little 
haughtily, “we were made in a big shop 
in the city. You can see how stylish we 
are-—no heels and hard soles.” 

“Yes, they are stylish, all right, out 
what a clatter they make!” loudly whis- 
pered another near-by pair of shoes. 
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“They evidently want to advertise them- 
selves. We can hear their ‘clack, clack’ 
a half mile away.” 

“Well, why shouldn’t we be heard?” 
asked the patent leather slippers. “Our 
owner is Mumtaz Begum, whose father 
works in the tennis racket factory, and 
he can very well afford to buy his daugh- 
ter the best.” 

“Well, she. may dress in the latest 
fashion, but Mumtaz Begum doesn’t look 
any too happy.” 

-“True,” sighed the slippers. “Mumtaz 
Begum’s mother wishes she had been a 
boy, and often tells her so. Mumtaz 
Begum walks home very slowly these 
days.” 

The bright green shoes, also with 
curled-up toes, and gay with gold em- 
broidery, spoke. “Our owner, Ameera, 
is the pet of the household, even though 
she is a girl. She is the youngest of 
five children,—the others all boys, — 
and her father laughingly says he was 
glad for a change. Of course he has 
studied in England, and has rather mod- 
ern new world ideas. At any rate, 
Ameera is a very happy little girl, and 
trips lightly in us, her pretty green 
shoes.” 

“But the time will come,” the shiny 
slippers sighed again, “when she won’t 
have the freedom she now enjoys.” 

“Yes,” acknowledged the green shoes, 
“in a few years she will have to wear 
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IN MARK 


... That “the wayfaring man... 
may not err therein!” 
classes, prayer meeting study, or de- 
votional use, here is the plain and 
simple teaching of Jesus as recorded 
in the most concise Gospel. Well 
known as a radio speaker and Bible teacher, Dr. Hill 
succeeds in putting into his written words much of the 
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human warmth and vital personality which have made his 
“talks” so popular. The outline clarifies and emphasizes the 
high points of the study and is a valuable method for all the 


Gospels. / - - 
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PROVIDENCE 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 





Be sure to send for Catalog. Providence now has 12 build- 
ings, full-time Faculty and Staff of 22, ldrgest enrollment 
in school's history, students from 15 different states. Find 
out how Providence trains young people for full-time 
Chetan cantan.: ie tultien fons. Witte fer Copaleg tetany. 


100 STATE ST..PROVIDENCE,R | 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


By Philip E. Howard 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 


All Christians will be interested in this brief 
biography of the former Editor-in-Chief of 
The Sunday School Times. 
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red cloth with gilt lettering 


Seventy-five cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
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Summer School, 1945 


Special session June 25-30. 

First term July 2-20. 

Second term July 22-August 10. 
Specializing in curricula leading to the degrees 
Th. B. (five years following high school or three 


years following two years of accredited college 
work), B.R.E. (four years following high school 


or two years er two years of accredited . 
i 


college work), and ploma courses in 
Missions and Theology (three years following 
high schcol). 


Students in the five year and four year curricula 
are required to take certain courses at New York 
University. It should be possible to earn the 
B.S. degree from N. Y. U. during the five years 
required for the Th.B., since much of the work 
in Theology can be counted toward both degrees. 
A longer time would be necessary for the com- 
bination of B.A. and Th. B. 

Christian college students may secure their regu- 
lar college degrees while enjoying the fellowship 
and supervision of N. B. I. At present about 
two-thirds of the work required for the B.S., and 
a smaller fraction for the B.A., may be taken in 
N.B.I. courses. 


Recognized by military authorities as a regularly 


established school for the training of ministers . 


of the gospel. Young men exempt from military 
service as theological students,must be pursuing 


the regular theological or missionary curriculum. ° 


By concentratitg on one subject only, one may 
complete in the two summer terms a full. year 
(six credit points) of Beginning Greek; after 
which one should be ready for second year sem- 
inary exegetical courses. Advanced students 
may similarly complete our one year require- 
ment im Systematic Theology. 


Write for information 
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the heavy veil all Mohammedan women 
wear, and she won’t be allowed to come 
to school.” 

“How in the world dg you keep so 
shiny and clean?” asked the red shoes 
of a pair of brown open-work sandals. 
“We have seen you here day after day 
for three months, surely, and yet you 
look like new.” 

The brown sandals laughed. 
we oughtn’t to tell,” they said. “It’s a 
sort of secret. Zainab, who wears us, 
lives almost three miles from the school, 
and has to walk all the way. She is 
never late, either,” added the brown 
sandals, proudly. 

“Then you ought to get terribly scuffed 
and worn, coming so far.” 

“We don’t, though, as you can see, and 
the reason is this: Zainab carefully 
wraps us in a bundle with her books, 
and carries the bundle on her head the 
whole way, until she reaches the school 
gate. Then she opens the bundle, takes 
us out and puts us on, and walks up 
the roadway to the school !” 

“No. wonder you keep your shine!” 

chorused all the shoes together. 
, A little apart from the others stood 
a pair of common wooden shoes — just 
wooden’ soles they were, with a coarse 
canvas strap across the toes. 

“You haven’t been here lately,” said 
the inquisitive red shoes, raising their 
voice. “Your owner wit get a black 
mark for not coming more regularly.” 

“She can’t help it,” replied the wooden 
shoes. “Sosan’s father and mother do 
sweeping work in the city, you know.” 

“Of course we know,” sniffed the 
patent leather slippers. 

“Sosan’s baby brother has been hav- 
ing fever, and couldn’t- go with the 
mother when she went to work. That 
is why Sosan has been absent. She had 
to stay at home to care for him.” 

“Talking about scuffed shoes,” re- 
marked the patent slippers in an aside 
to their neighbor, “those at the end of 
the line are about the most disreputable 
we've seen.” 

The poor scuffed shoes heard. “Yes, 
we do look pretty bad,” they admitted. 
“Our soles are flapping, and our tves 
are worn through. Poor little Karm 
Bibi’s feet get sore when she hits the 
bumps.” 

“Why doesn’t she get some new shoes, 
then?” asked the gay embroidered green 
pair. 

“Well, it’s this way,” began the scuffed 
shoes. 
the little city church. He and Karm 
Bibi have been very: proud of us, for 
we were her father’s gift to Karm Bibi 
the very first day she entered school. 
Now we really are worn out, and Karm 
Bibi’s father promised her a new pair a 
month ago, although, as you know, he 
has very little money to buy new shoes. 
But do you remember when the teachers 


told the girls about the little children 


“Perhaps 


“Karm Bibi’s father is pastor of | 
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who had been orphaned and had almost 
nothing to eat and wear?” 

“Yes, we remember.” 

“Well, Karm Bibi couldn’t get those 
poor children out of her mind. . Day 
after day she would talk about them,.and 
one day she said: ‘Father, may I-ask 
you something?’ ‘Of. course, little one, 
what is it?’ ‘You remember you prom- 
ised me a new pair of shoes. May I have 
the money instead?’ ‘Whatever for?’ 
asked her father. ‘I want to give it to 
buy shoes for one of those little. chil. 
dren. Please, Father, I can wear my old 
shoes.’.” 

“And did her father say “Yes’?” 

“What else could he say? Hadn’t he 
himself taught Karm Bibi the verse, ‘It 
is more blessed to give than to receive’? 
That’s why we are still here. You can 
understand why we are a little proud of 
being scuffed.” . 

“Indeed we can,” said all the shoes, 
even the shiny patent leather slippers 
and the gay green embroidered ones. 


New WILMINGTON, PA. 


With the New Books 


. . 
- Notes on the Life of Rev. Laurent R. 
Rivard. By E. S. Rivard, 5026 Jeanne 
Mance St., Montreal, Can. (Published 
by the author, $1.25.) Mr. Rivard was 
a French-Canadian lad who, being some- 
what crippled, came to a Vermont town 
to learn cobbling. There he was con- 
verted to Christ in a Congregationalist 
prayer meeting, at a time when Con- 
gregationalist churches had prayer meet- 
ings. When he revisited his Canadian 
home, the priest beat him up, and kicked 
this cripple boy after he had fallen. 
Later he studied at the Protestant school 
at Pointe aux Trembles, outside Mont- 
real, and himself taught there for four- 
teen years. It was during this time 
that he published the French Protestant 
Hymnbook ‘Chants Evangeliques,” which 
has gone through twelve editions and 
is now used by all French Protestants 
in Canada and the United States. He 
was also the founder of L’Aurore, the 
organ of French Protestantism in Can- 
ada. With a large family (it filled two 
pews in the church), he had to strug- 
gle to carry on the Lord’s work. He 
gave private lessons, collected for busi- 
ness firms, translated into French and 
English, wrote articles for both the 
French and English press, and finally 
opened a bookstore on Craig Street, 
Montreal. For many years this was a 
center and rallying place for Protestants 
in the Canadian metropolis. His eldest 
daughter was efficient manager, his eld- 
est son sét type, others worked else- 
where.. Two became school principals. 
“Of his thirteen grandchildren, two ob- 
tained their B.A., two their B.Sc., two 
graduated from music conservatories, 
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one from a normal college.” One is 
owner and publisher of a paper in New 
York, and one head ‘of the science depart- 
ment in a Montreal high school. “The 
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and 
he addeth no sorrow with it” (Prov. 
10:22). * This bookstore was for years a 
target of persecution, its windows 
broken, its books stolen, and otherwise 
maltreated. Even today, hundreds of 
Roman Catholics visit the cemetery 
where Pastor Rivard is buried, and 
curse the maudit Suisse (cursed Swiss) 
who lies buried there. Protestants are 
commonly called Swiss in Quebec Prov- 
ince, since the first Protestant preachers 
to enter Quebec were from Switzerland. 


Life of John Calvin. By Albert Hyma. 
¢€Win. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) Calvinism is al- 
most a household word in religious cir- 
cles, yet comparatively few’ Christians 
know much about the life and back- 
ground of the great reformer. Dr. Hyma, 


one of his ardent admirers, has gathered | 


together in brief compass many facts 
about him, beginning with his child- 
hood and student days. The reader is 
led through that stirring period of 
church history when Calvin attempted 
and finally succeeded in making some 
radical departures from the ways of the 
established church. It is interesting to 
note that there was to be no lack of 
preaching in that day, some of the newly 
established Reformed or Presbyterian 
congregations having a service at day- 
break, another at nine o’clock, catechism 
at noon, and another preaching service 
at three o’clock. Calvin’s whole min- 
istry is reviewed, his theology, church 
government, system of ethics, his home 
and family life, and an entire chapter 
devoted to his “Institutes of the Chris- 
tian Religion.” The book, which quotes 
from many authorities, deals frankly 
with the criticisms and misunderstand- 
ings regarding the great church leader, 
and is plainly a defense of Calvin by 
one who has painstakingly studied the 
subject. 


When Adversity Comes. By C. W. Nay- 
lor. (Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., 
$1.50.) A timely message for today is 
this clarion call to Christians to face 
bravely the adversities of life. It comes 
from a sufferer who has been bedridden 
for thirty-five years, yet every line of 
it breathes courage, faith, and cheer. —In 
a friendly, informal way he discusses 
the various types of adversities, their 
causes and their uses. We looks trouble 
straight. in the face, then deliberately 
turns to and the Word. He does 
not attempt to gloss over the realities 
of sorrow, pain, and loss; he knows they 
are real, for he has passed through them 
‘himself. But with kindliness and pa- 
tience he points out how to meet them, 
how even to be benefitted by them 
through God’s grace. His own testimony 
is woven through the book, revealing 
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bright threads and dark, and the reader 
knows that the sane, quiet reasoning is 
not an idle philosophy, but sturdy truth 
hammered out on the anvil of experi- 
ence. It is readable and attractive, and 
has the atmosphere of talking over one’s 
troubles with a wise, cheerful, and sym- 
pathetic friend. 


Creation Mysteries. By Herbert E. 
Kann. (The Author, Oliver Presbyterian 
Church, Bloomington Ave at 27th St., 
Minneapolis 7; 25 cents.) Help to an 
understanding of the opening chapters 
of Genesis is provided in this little vol- 
ume. We are led to believe in creation 
and not evolution, as we see God’s sig- 
nature on all of His works, especially 
on His Word. A most interesting account 
is given of the wreck which came upon 
the earth as described in Genesis 1:2. 
This is followed by an address on the 
reconstruction of the earth, and we see 
that the Bible account agrees with the 
proved facts of science. Two chapters 
expose the follies of evolution and the 
chasms which it cannot bridge. The 
closing chapters reveal the peerless Cre- 
ator and the incomparable Redeemer 
For those troubled by “philosophy and 
vain deceit” these addresses should 
prove very helpful. 


The Light Is Still Shining. By Stuart 
R. Oglesby, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York 10; $2.) “The light is still 
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shining in the darkness, for the dark- 
ness has never put it out.” Although 
this translation of John 1:5 by Dr. Ed- 
gar J. Goodspeed may be open to some 
objection, Dr. Oglesby has chosen it as 
a basis for his commentary on the Gos- 
pel of the beloved apostle. Having based 
his entire thesis upon this verse, the 
author develops a chapter-by-chapter 
presentation, choosing a verse from each 
from which to set forth some interesting 
and encouraging thoughts which are in- 
tended to open up the chapter to the 
reader. The object of the book as a 
whole is to prove the fact of the triumph 
of the Light over darkness through 
John’s Gospel, as well as the ultimate 
triumph of this Light in our world to- 
day. Thus the book justifies its exist- 
ence, in the words of its subtitle, “The 
Gospel: of John for a Troubled World.” 
Apart from this, however, there seems 
nothing unusual about the volume. Its 
theology is fairly sound, but one feels 
in reading it that he has been led by 
the author to the immeasurably rich 
gold mine of John’s Gospel, allowed to 
examine just a few of the nuggets, and 
then hurried away. 


Voices of the Passion. By O. P. Kretz- 
mann and A. C. Oldsen. (Ernst Kauf- 
mann, Inc., 7 Spruce St., New York 7, 
and 209 S. State St., Chicago 4; $1.50.) 
If the characters who participated in 
the trial and crucifixion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ were to return to earth, 
having observed the course of the ages 
which have intervened, what would be 
their message to us today? In a style 


of prose that must be called masterful 
the authors have imagined nine of the 
characters to have returried to earth and 
to have preached a sermon to a twenti- 
eth century congregation, using their 
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own experiences as a background. Char- 
acters great and small, like , Pontius 
Pilate and Simon, the Cyrenian; charac- 
ters good and bad, like John and Judas; 
scheming characters, like Caiaphas; re- 
morseful characters, like Peter; they all : 
preach sermons profound in their truths 
and glorifying to our Lord. The book 
closes with a shart meditation on each 
of the seven last words of Christ ‘from 
the cross. This collection of Lenten 
sermons is remarkable for its,style and 
for its faithfulness to the truth of God’s 
Word. 


Handbook of Christian Etiquette. By 
Mrs. W. B. Riley, LL.D. (Bruce Pub- 
lishing Co., St. Paul 4, Minn., $1.) Have 
you ever wished to know how to per- 
form introductions correctly? When to 
speak of a minister as “the Reverend’? 
How a widow should sign her name? 
And the management of a formal wed- 
ding? All this and much more is clearly 
explained in these. hundred and seven- 
teen pages, while surrender to Christ 
is emphasized as being a true factor 
in culture and refinement. 


we 
Bundles for Belgium 


(Continued from page 465) 


ones are dead suffer less, doubtless, than 
those who live in a constant state of 
suspense. 

Dr. Vansteenberghe writes: “We are 
living through days of deep distress. 
All about us are families who have 
loved ones in concentration camps in 
Germany. To date, only one has come 
back — a wreck. In other cases there is 
no news, or if there is news it is such 
as to cause one to fear the worst. I 


Dr. Vansteenberghe and others of the Mision staff in Bresols send thelr thanks. 
(Dr. Vansteenberghe is second from the right). 
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thought I had already reached the 
depths of suffering, but almost daily I 
am obliged to acknowledge that there 
are other depths which I have yet to 
sound. I suffer infinitely more from the 
misfortune of others than from my own.” 

Covering and sustenance for the body 
are of great importance, but they can- 
not suffice for the broken heart and the 
wounded spirit. Only the loving hand 
of Christ can bring relief to the stricken 
soul. For this reason the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission is engaged first of all in the 
blessed task of making Christ known 
as the living, loving Saviour. He is the 
true Bread from Heaven. ‘Those who 
‘come to Him shall never hunger and 
those who believe on Him shall never 
thirst. The Mission is continuing its 
work of preaching the Gospel. Open- 
air meetings are now being held again 
in Brussels. Scriptures will be distrib- 


uted as they aré provided,.and itis | 


hoped to reopen the Bible Institute this 
fall or early winter. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sanday School Lesson Committee. 


June 25 to July 1 


Mon.—Genesis 1:1-5. God’s Joy in Creation. 
Prayer -Succestions: “And God saw 


" every thing that he had made, and, be- 


hold, it was very good” (v. 31). That 
science pronounces favorably upen the 
marvels of nature is clear from the way 
the wonders of Heaven and earth chal- 
lenge research and remark in halls’ of 
learning. All men agree that these mar- 
vels of God’s wisdom and power are 
all “good” — His sunshine and rain and 
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fruitful harvests filling the hearts of 
men with gladness. But while all en- 
joy these benefits of God’s wondrous 
mercy, few acknowledge Him as God 
and give Him thanks for His goodness. 
Let all who who know Him meditate 
on His works and worship Him with 
Psalmlike -worshipful addresses. Pray 
for the Spanish Christian Mission, 33 
Adelaide Street, W., Toronto, Can. 
Tues.—Acts 17:24-28. : 
God the Creator of All Things. 
Prayer Succestions: “God . . . made 
the world and all things therein ... 
and hath made of one blood all nations 
of men.” Unless we are right in our 
thinking about the origin of the world 
and of man, we are certain to be crooked 
in life and labor. Those who do Aot 
give God His rightful place are sure 
not to give man the dignity and priv- 
ileges he deserves. The condition of all 
who reject the Creator is one of corrup- 
tion (“Corrupt are they”— Psa. 53:1), 
degeneration (“Every one of them is 


gone back”—y. 3), and condemnation ° 


(“There is none that doeth good, no, 
not one”— vy. 3). Let the God who made 
all be honored by all. Pray for the 
South China Boat Mission, 2149 W. Van 
Buren St.,. Chicago 12. 
Wed.—Psalm 100:1-5. 
Thanksgiving te the Creator. 
Prayer Suacestions: -“Enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving.” These words 
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a population of more than fifty million souls. In the five years more than 
seven million Gospel tracts and six hundred and fifty thousand Gospels 
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Building for a larger printing plant must begin soon in order to receive 
more printing equipment purchased. Contract for land already made. 
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Gospels, also splendid books and tracts for a great wholesale evangelization 
of Brazil will prove ‘an investment for time and eternity. If you know 


the blessing of God’s Word in your own home, help bring this blessing - 


to others who know it not. 

What others have said of our work: .A missionary from the State of 
Bahia, who is evangelizing systematically the entire State, writes, “With- 
out your help in giving Gospels and tracts aad supporting a worker, we 
could do practically nothing.” An English missionary, in speaking of our 
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The 
Kuropean 
Evangelistic 
Crusade, 
Inc. 


was founded in 1980 by James A. Stewart to carry 
the Word of Life to Europe’s perishing millions in 
fellowship with all of God’s people. 
The international evangelistic Bands .under the 
human leadership of the Stewart brothers have been 
greatly used of God. 

For information and literature please write 


1179 Delaware Ave., Bulfalo 9, N.Y., U.S.A. 


4 Gowan Avenue, Toronto 6, Ontario, Canada 


James A. Stewart 
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have an application to the past, present, 
and future. In David’s day, praises pre- 
ceded in the Temple worship. We should 
come before God with grateful hearts 
and with praises upon our lips. But 
in the Golden Age, worshipers in God’s 
Temple at Jerusalem will observe these 
inspired directions: God’s goodness 
merits “a joyful noise.” Offer less grum- 
bling and groaning and more praise and 


thanksgiving as you move forward to 


the gates of Heaven. Pruy for the Latin 
America Mission, Inc., Ridgefield Park, 
N. J. 


Thurs.—Psalm 93:1-5. 
The Majesty of the Creator, 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “The Lord reign- 
eth, he is clothed with majesty.” God’s 
greatness and excellency are eternal. His 
strength and power, which are His own, 
are from everlasting to everlasting. His 
majesty appears in His undisputed 
rulership over the world which He 
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founded. His throne is forever and ever. 
Floods of ungodliness have lifted up 
their voices; but the Lord on high is 
mightier than the noise of many waters. 
God is God alone. Honor Him in every- 
thing and éverywhere. Pray-for the 
Spanish - American Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, 603 Navarro, San Antonio, 
Tez. 


Fri.—Psalm 8:1-9. God’s Thought of Man. 


PRAYER SuccEstions: “What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him?” God’s 
thought of man, formed on truth and 
justice, is infinitely wise and complete. 
Let it govern your thought of mankind, 
for it reveals man’s creation, position, 
weakness, and opportunities to glorify 
God and aid his fellow men. Multitudes 
have rejected God’s estimate of man, 
and so they have contributed to man’s 
degeneration. Those who have had 
God’s thought of man have labored for 


-his salvation, Our Lord’s “How much 


then is a man better than a sheep?” 
gives us the Good Shepherd’s estimate 
of man whom He came to seek and save. 
Pray for the Milwaukee Hebrew Mis- 
sion, 1801 W. North Ave., Milwaukee. 


Sat.—Hebrews 11:1-3. 
. Our Faith in the Creator. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Through faith 
we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the.word of God.” We ac- 
cept ancient history on testimony of 
credible witnesses. Only God can supply 
truth about the creation of the world. 
This He has done in the Scriptures. 
Either we believe the Bible record or 
we do not. If we do, then we under- 
stand on the basis of faith. Faith rests 
upon God’s own Word. So we know 
just as truly as if we had been there 
at creation that the worlds were framed 
by the Word of God. God’s say-so is 
certainly infinitely better than man’s 
guess-so. Are you included in “We be- 
lieve”? Pray for the St. Louis Hebrew 
Mission, 1474 Blackstone Ave., St. Louis 
12. + 


Sun.—Psalm 19:1-6. God’s Beautiful World. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His handywork.” 
Birds make nests; spiders, webs; ani- 
mals, dens; but man makes houses, gar- 
dens, fields, and other great works. We 
know who makes these things by their 
creations. So, too, we know God as “we 
see His works of wisdom and power. 
The heavens and earth are marvels 
of His handiwork. Meditate upon the 
adaptation and beauty of nature. God 
made everything beautiful in its time. 
Man has marred much of the earth, 
but still if is beautiful. Eden has 
been lost, but Paradise will be re- 
stored by Christ and will be an ever- 
lastingly beautifpl home for God’s 
people. This hope is for all who be- 
Neve on the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray 
for the Toledo Friends of Israel So- 
ciety, 3325 Glenwood Ave., Toledo 
10, Ohio. 


Ssvn M2 
280 


o38 





t 


} 


VNOIL 


i 


‘ 





